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CHAP. I. 
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Sn Perryn's continuance in 


Scotland began to appear very unac- - 


— 4 


countable to his friends. His letters 


too were leſs frequent; and Lucy Bou- 


chier, moſt of all, felt the anguiſh in- 
flicted by neglect. Elizabeth endea- 
voured to mitigate her uneaſineſs, and 
ſeemed to ſucceed ; but Lucy was of 
that diſpoſition, to feel pride as well as 
grief, on having an affection lighted, 

Which deſerved a better return. 


or. 11. BY While 
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ed to darken, her brother's were illu- 
mined with the brighteſt rays ;. the ſud- 
den'death of Lady Glanville having poſ- 


ſeſſed Elizabeth of ten thouſand pounds, | 


| beſides jewels and plate to a conſiderable 
amount, Yet Elizabeth received the 
news with ſtreaming eyes. © I am now,” 
ſhe exclaimed, ce bereft of my only rela- 
tion, whoſe latter behaviour. had done 


away every unfavourable impreſſion, and 


made me feel of that conſequence the 


unconneRed cannot know.” Indeed ſhe. 
ſincerely lamented her relation ; and 
more eſpecially as the ſuddenneſs of an 
apoplectic fit had prevented her being 
ſummoned to. attend, L Glanville's 8 


laſt moments. 


"= 
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Lady Glanville had been a frequent 
viſitor at the rectory, from the time of 
her firſt introduction there, and had 
ſeemed to he inſpired with many new 
ideas, from the manifeſt ; piety of Dr. 
and Mrs. Linley She would delight to 
converſe with them on religious topics, 
and evidently. facrificed/ temporal plea- 
ſares to the enjoyment of a better hope. 
In ſo commendable a frame of mind, it 
is not to be wondered that ſhe made a 
will ſo favourable to Elizabeth, whom 
ſhe began to love with a ſincerity her 
awakened regard for virtue inſpired. 


Neither ſickneſs or misfortune brought | 
Lady Glanville to a juſt ſenſe of religion; 
but in health and affluence her reaſon 
proved triumphant. And what infinitely 

925 B2 | conſoled 
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conſoled Elizabeth, was the conviction 
ſhe was for ever happy. We do not 


pretend to fay ſo young a woman was' 


inſenſible to the pleaſure of unexpected 


independence; and that her grief did 
not greatly ſubſide in the idea that ſhe: 


could now beſtow on Charles Bouchier, 

a hand and heart, accompanied by a 
fortune ſuitable to his expectations. He 
ſaw ſhe was no longer averſe from liſ- 


tening to him on his favourite ſubject; 


yet her boſom was far from being at 
peace while Lucy was diſquieted. Miſs 
Drummond's letter from Edinburgh, to 
Sally Whitmore, arrived at this juncture, 
upon which Elizabeth wrote as follows, 


to Miſs Perryn: 


„WITHOUT 
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« WITHOUT poſſeſſing the art 


of divination, Sally Whitmore unfolded 
the myſtery of a bride, with every ap- 
parent reaſon to be happy, wearing the 
gloom of diſcontent; ; the ſame is im- 


powered to diſcloſe. the cauſe of your > 


brothet's prolonged ſtay in Scotland, © 
t. E 1095 u 0 4260 Wen 1 
a copy of a letter from Miſs Drum - 


mond. Lucy was viſiting the Miſs 
Haywards when Sally received it; the 


moment I had copied the vile fcrawl, I 


encloſed it back to your brother, and' 
wrote a few lines, enjoining him by the 
love he bore his family, by the love 
he once profeſſed for Miſs Bouchier, 


to quit Scotland directly; but requeſted, 
if he thought it worth while to reproach 


Miſs Drummond, he would not, on 
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any conſideration,” inform her by what 
means he diſcovered her real character. 


I truſt I was not guiky of an im- 
propriety in thus addreſſing Mr, Perryn. 
I ſeemell irreſiſtibly impelled ſo to act; 
and am alike prompted not to mention 
the unpleaſant buſineſs to my dear Lucy, 
or her brother; thinking Mr, Perryn, 
by ingennouſiy unfalding it himself. 
will greatly veil his error; and Doctor 
and Mrs; Linley are pleaſed to abide 
by my opinion. Though they tread 
themſelves, with ſteady ſteps, the way. 
to immortality and God,” they are 
lenient in judging of atbers, anfl on 
your brother's avowing, à juſt cantempt 
for his late error, I doubt not the Wr 
thy couple will not only overlook what 
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Charles to do the ſame. 


« do not think you can be more 
concerned than I am, that your brother 


ſhould be a votary to the charms and - 


arts of the vile Drummond ; eſpecially 


has as he been known to baaſt his quick 
diſcernment of female frailty ; and he 


rather blamed Mr, Lumley for ſuffering 
himſelf to be deceived; but Frank's 
failing,” he ſaid, was e eu to 


women.“ | 


* <z ? 3 
* * 


How is WY my dear Sybella, chat a 


true knowledge of ourſelves is ſo ſeldom 


attained? Which query reminds me to 


renew a former ſubject, which has lain 


ſo long dormant, not from inability on 


is paſt, but intercede wich Lucy wed | 
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my part, but from a fear of offending; 
yet have you not inveſted me with every 
privilege of friendſhip ? Then why neg- 
lect che uſe of that which moſt evinces 
A Rn 


Can you patiently allow me to ſay 


vou treat Colonel Medway in a man- 


ner mag i credits your ſenſe or ſen- 
ſibility ? You muſt confefs that he is 
one in whom every manly virtue, every 
grace, intellectual and external, ſeems 
; . He affectionately prefers you to 
| ery other woman, which alone demands 
yr gratitude; This you are convinced 
| 85 nor are you backward in returning 
his favourable ſentiments, for which your 
conduct is more blameable, and your 
reaſons eaſier controverted. 


* 
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of the ſame benign Power as one in a 
civil employment ? Nay, better en- 
titled to mercies chan am idle man, Who 


ſits himſelf calmly down! in che midſt of 


tumults, nor makes one exertion to aſ- 


ſuage them. 


«© Doubtleſs. there are many profeſ-- 


ſions of equal utility with the ſoldier's ;* 


nee none of more; for, ſince war 
has been deemed requiſite by the chiefs 
of every age, the more ſpirit ĩt ĩs carried 
on with, and the larger the number of 
the forces, the ſooner our boes muſt be 


vanquiſhed. 


' — * — 3 b ? +7 32 
© Notwithſtanding my argument runs 


ob, difcord and aa, gon RT 5 a 


« Is not a ſoldier under the protection 


hoſtilites, cannot be words of mare 
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terrible import in your ears than mine; 
and that the jarring ſounds may ſpeedily 
ceaſe, both at home and abroad, and 


bleſt peace be eſtablſhed, is my ardent 


with and prayer. 


* How delighted ſhall I be, if my 
ſentiments, in favour of the military, 
meet your approbation; bringing you to 
ſuch clear conviction, that you will not 
murmur to renounce your only error ' 
Then, when the amiable Colonel's well 
placed hopes are accompliſhed, how 
greatly exulting ſhall I exclaim, In 
part I effected this!“ 


« I am fo perfectly convinced of feli 
city a your portion, ſhould my re- 
monſtrance 
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monſtrance have due weight, that I 
ſhould feel, in ſome part, to return the 
vaſt debt of gratitude I owe you, 
amongſt others, for countenancing an 
unprotected, friendleſs orphan. 


« Oh that it had pleaſed Heaven for 
my mother to know the bleſſings in ſtore: 
for me | The. cruel doubts of my fu- 
ture comfort were, I believe, the only 
Rings that death inflicted, - As, it was, 
ſhe died. in perfect charity with Lady 
Glanville, but, could ſhe have foreſeen 


her Ladyſhip's future, conduct to. me, 
her laſt breath would fervently, have 


blefſed her. But Lady Glanville is n 
bleſſed equally with my ſainfed mother. 


They are, I doubt not, united in realms - 
of bliſs, I muſt, alas! ſubmit to 


B6 Heaven's 


— 


| ffication of my curiofiry. © She knows - 
at not in good ſpirits at this time, and 
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PE Prop on her efcrutore, I took it 


Heaven $' will, and tenderly cheriſh 
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2 urs having left her 


dp to read; But a feat prevents the gra- 


po has been writing on ſubjects that 
nücht Hot Hſe them. 1 have ever had 
feaf6r,, fince T have known Elizabeth, 
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to conſtrue her moſt trivial actions in 
her favour. : enen 
„ ett ei, ie e en 
Jou aſk me impatiently, my dear 

Sybella, if I have heard from your bro. 
ther. I certainly have; but his altered 
ſtile convinces me his heart is no longer 
mine; and I have to conſole myſelf, that 
nothing on my part has effected the 
change. But let him not be too greatly 
blamed. I forgive him, and ſince chat 
is fincerely the caſe, no other n can 


ern be eee WOT 


I know ous 1 and An my 
friends, think me of a diſpoſition to ſuf- 
fer acutely under a trial of this nature; 
but I truſt J ſhall convince you all, a 

A certain 
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certain degree of pride and reaſon united, 
can do wonders; and let me take this 
opportunity of aſſuring you, my dear 
Sybella, that no circumſtance, of any 
nature, can ſubdue my affection for you; 
neither eradicate my gratitude for the. 
fayourable opinions your good parents 
have honoured me with; which I hope 
neither real, or imaginary cauſe, will eyer 
men iff $f on non 
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I SIA HR 975d. 
dare ſay. Elizabeth has cleared 
your doubts reſpecting her ability to 
perform whatever ſhe meant to under- 
take. I cannot deny being in the ſecret; 
beſides, declaring I am, gives me an 


opportunity of aſſiſting the cauſe. 


„ Ceale - 
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«© Ceaſe, my dear Sybella, to repel 


the Colonels wiſhes. You ridicule 


the importance of which be thinks him- 
ſelf ; but let me obſerve, the fly on the 
axletree is not unworthy of , imitation ; 
of the more conſequence individuals i ima- 
gine themſelves, the better they may. 

ſerve their fellow-creatures. For in- | 


ſtance, when our purſe is not adequate 


to our charitable wiſhes, would one 


withold a trivial mite, becauſe unable 
totally to, relieve the diftreſſed ? 2 Tou, I 


am ſure can reaſon better. 
1 (c Adieu, * 98 


er oven." 
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OO Miſe Perryn 10 Miſs Percy. 


" ELZ ABETH, you have gained 
a complete victory. 1 muſt ſhew Colo- 
nel Medway your letter, to convince him 
I am conquered by the force of reaſon. 
You have ever been ſo great a favoutite 
with him, chat t to render you more ſo 
were needleſs ; but now, I ſuppoſe, you 
will be his oracle. With me, however, 
you have gained your favourite point; 
the Colonel's profeſſion, my dear Eliza-- . 
beth, ſhall no longer impede his hopes, 
ſhould: he continue immutable ; but I. 
am inclined to think the whole ſex in- 
conſtant, inconſiſtent, and inconſiderate. 
How r, am I diſpoſed, at this mo- 
ment, 


* ELIZABETH PERCY. 17 6 
ment, to chime in with any peeviſh an- 
tique maiden, who has made it a prins 
ciple to rail at all mankind for thirty 
years back! but ſtill I am perſuaded 
Stephen is tenderly attached to Miſs 
Bouchier. 1 beſeech you tell her all you 
know; and add, that we are all mortified 
beyond imagination, that ſhe ſhould 
receive a flight; yet ſo ſanguine as to 
hope the offence is not Ned for- 
giveneſs. 


& It $7.4: dd 


«We have all written to my brother, 
and wait impatiently for his anſwers, 
breathing conviction and contrition in 
every line. How prone is man tothink 
himſelf infallible! how vain in thought! 
how weak in deed! Oh, the vile 
_ Prummond! would that ſhe journeyed 

| | to 


1428 ELIZABETH ERer. 


to Jericho inſtead of Edinburgh ! Iam 


enraged againſt her, angry with a bro- \ 
ther 1 dearly love, me 0 

| 0 

4 Ever your s, 

n 

„ SyBELLA PERRYN,” 55 
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| « I SHALL be at home almoſt 

48 ſoon as this can reach you; but can- 

not delay a moment informing you, that 

I look upon myſelf as an arrant fool, 

for having been on the point of becom- 

ing a knave;z and feel all the concomi- 
tant horrors of ſo hateful a conviction. 


« You 
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iN | Jou judge of Lucy as you would 

W vih her to act. She muſt ine vitably 
contemn me; and, ſhould that be the 
caſe, nat all, che clemeney her nature 5 
may be prone to, {ba} induce me to be- 
come her huſpand. No, ſhe ſhall love 
me from judgment as well as N 
aal. o 13d vm es z Hazen 

0 »92 mid Did wd r | 
**% « Before. 1 knew Lucy Bouchier, I 

WE podcficd an .iovatiable ang frets, chick 
I logk back to with ſome-regret ; I ridi- 
mon. gratificatians was content. Is my 
nature now altered, or was that indif- 
ference an exotic, reared in the hot: bed 


of fancy? Certain it is, a man, under 
the influence of the belle paſſion, is ever 
ſuſcoptible to the allurements of beauty. 4, 


* 
22 
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If the object of his love be preſent, all 


is as it ſhould be, but if abſent, the arch 


af an e a 3 ſet of 1 a 


9 D #7, 2 


remind him of bei and enſnare him to 
pay homage where he leaſt intends it. 
Obſerve, I do not pretend to exculpate 
myſelf; as my father obſerves, that & 


impoſſible; but bid him recollect the 


tiying period of twenty-ſix. When a 
female, 'bewitching as every perſonal 
grace could confirm her, uſed the utmoſt 


art to gain his attention, could he, at 


that age have ſpurned her from him for 
ever, or coolly fay, ſo far will I 80, and 


no funmher .. hn 23052 eee 


* i 1 * ) 1 TYP ” 
- s # 4 f 4 * 


„Jam under infinite obligations to 
your friend, Miſs Percy. I have written 
; to 
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to tell her ſo, but abſolutely forbid her, 
as I do you, to attempt intereeding for 
me with Lucy; her real unbiaſſed ſenti- 
ments muſt guide her. If ſnhe can be- 
lieve, after what has paſt, that I love her 
above all women, and will joyfully do ſo 
the reſt of my life, my preſent unplea- 
lant feelings will be happily reverſed; 
but if I have irretrievably loft her confi- 
dence, good bye to her for ever; and 
once more I am a ſoldier. 


— 


« Apropos, Sybella, how is Colonel 
Medway? He is a man I reſpe&, for 
the ſteadineſs of his principles, and the 
whole tenour of his conduct, ſincere and 
unaffected; he aims at no appearance 

his. feelings and underſtanding cannot 
ſu pet By compariſon I have the ſu- 


preme 


preme felicity of finding e MP 


towards him than myſelf, Adieu 
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aq © 


great puppy. My eredutity, however, 
does not diſqualify” me to ſhake hands 
with Lumley. I actually reprobate the 
artful Drummond more for her condutt 


« Your's, mot fraternally,  - 


* 4 * * 
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f * STEPRENWPERRYTN.““ | 
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t 
' Miſs Perryn ro Miſs Bouchier. | = 
« I COULD: not prevail on my- G 
ſelf to write to you, my dear Lucy, till 
| * 
I had heard from stephen; ard no-wI 
e) 

have, he has forbid me mentiening tlie 
W 


ſubject neareſt my heart; but poſſibly, | 
a. by 
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by encloſing bis letter, I may forward my 
wiſhes more than by any argument | 
could make uſe of. I am not, hows | 
ever, prohibited from ſaying any thing 
I pleaſe to your brother. Tell. him. 
I tremble leſt his friendſhip ſor Ste- 
phen ſhould ſuffer a decreaſe. In ſhort, 
my dear Lucy, I have fears which nearly 
ſtop my reſpiration. If myſelf and parents 
are inexpreſſibly pained by your experi- 
encing neglect, where the tender eſt at- 
tention was due, what muſt be your bro- 
ther's ſenſations on the ſubjectꝰ Should 
he be too generous to feel reſentment,. 1 
ſhall be aſhamed of my apprehenfons]; 
but when we are deeply intereſted;; an- 
xiety is unavoidable. My; dſpoktien is f 
ever to view the L122 ſide, and I; i 
will be ſanguine. | 


« Doubtleſs 
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„ Doubtleſs you have read my laſt 


letter to Elizabeth. I fear you were 


jealous I did not give you ſome credit in 
effecting my reformation reſpecting the 
Colonel. I will own you had reaſon to 
claim a part, but the truth was this; 


the firſt letter which eſcaped the cover 


was Elizabeth's, of courſe the firſt 1 
read. She reaſoned ſo admirably that 


conviction glared me in the face. 


Is not,” ſhe ſays, © a ſoldier under 
the protection of the ſame power as one 


in a civil employment? Nay, better en- 
titled to mercies and bleſſings than an 


idle man, who fits himſelf calmly down 
in the midſt of tumults, nor ſays nor 


does any thing to aſſuage them.” 


« This 


1 


le 


Sc 
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This argument accuſed me, or ra- 

ther taught me to accuſe myſelf of a 
want of proper confidence in the Su- 
preme Protector of us all; and ſinks 
deeper on my heart than any plea I ever 
heard on the ſubject. 


« Tt is rather wonderful Elizabeth 
ſhould ſtart an idea, to render herſelf a 
ſucceſsful advocate, where ſo many of 
my friends have ſued in vain; but ſo it 
is, and I traſt I ſhall never be backward 
in owning when | am convinced of an 
error, though I may poſſibly be too ob- 


ſtinate in perſiſting till I am ſo. 


I have juſt heard from Mrs. Lum- 
ley. Lord and Lady Carey are gone to 
Southampton, and Maria informs me, 

vol. 11. 5 herſelf 
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herſelf and Lumley are on the point of 
ſetting off for the ſame place. 


I truſt Maria's happineſs is now 
eſtabliſhed beyond the reach of Miſs 
Drummond's art to leſſen. I thought 


before this, two friends of mine would 
have followed her example; but the 
male party has taken ſo foreign a ſtep 
that he ſcarcely knows how to regain 
the high road. Do, my dear Lucy, aſ- 
fiſt me in ſhewing him the right path, 


for I love him as well as if he were my +h 
own brother. 

ſa 

4 ſhall count the moments till we D. 

hear from you. I hope Elizabeth has ſtr 

recovered her ſpirits, after the depreſhon me 

occaſioned by Lady Glanville's ſudden ſtil 


death. 
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death. All ſhe gains by it Jhe truly 
merits. Were Elizabeth poſſeſſed of 
millions, they would be well employed ft 

; | FRIES! W232, 
« Your's even irtic un 


417 
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„ SYBELLA PERRYN.” 
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Miſs Drummond to Sally Whitmore, 
34 $ | bt. 1. I 
* 


«'T CANNOT think; Sally, you 
have betrayed me; yet how can I other- 
wiſe account for Stephen Perryn's cool 
ſalutation of Your ſervant, Miſs 

Drummond,“ as he paſſed me in the 
ſtreet; a name he never before addreſſed 
me by, or knew me to poſſeſs. What 
{till more ſurpriſes me is, his quitting 
C2 Edinburgh, 
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Edinburgh, without bidding farewel to 
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one, whom leſs chan a fortnight ſince he 
might have been prevailed on to endow 
with all his worldly goods; for he hard- 
ly knew, himſelf, the extent of the influ- 
ence J had over him. I will not puzzle 
myſelf by attempting to ſolve the enig- 
ma ; but this I know, the diſappointment 


has ſickened me of Edinburgh, and 1 


ſhall be1 in London in leſs than a week, 
where I ſhall immediately ponder on 


ſome future ſcheme for my own amule- 


ment, and the mortiſication of my ene 


mies. 

„My firſt care {hall be to diſcover 
how I have been thus foiled in my laſt 
undertaking. Should you be innocent, 


you have nothing 10 fear, but if J find 


yuu 
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you a rebel to the laws of confidential 
friendſhip, my juſt and keen reſentment 
ſhall await you. Your ſilence makes 
againſt you, but without n more 54 


ſitive I will not be convinced. 


This is a ſeaſon I ſhall not like to 
be long in London. Is there any ſnug 
farm-houſe in your neighbourhood, 
where I can take up my abode for a few 
weeks, until I can bring Lumley into 
play? He has by no means forfeited a 
place in my memory. I ſhall have no peace 
myſelf, or let his be undiſturbed, till 1 
have drawn ſome fool into the ſnare that 

be and Perryn have eſcaped. Then will 
I be contented to revenge every, injury 
I have received from the ſex on the 
head of him who will be more immedi- 


C3 _ ately 
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_ ately in my power. If he has treaſures 
J will ranſack them, and revel in the 
ſpoils; if none, I will reproach him for 
his poverty; and, after all, he ſhall look 


in my face, and think me faultleſs. 


„ Wilſon provokingly tells me, I 
have gained ſo little by my demure 
looks, and mock decorum, that ſhe 
wiſhes I would be once more myſelf ; 
but I am reſolved to preſerve appear- 
ances the ſhort time I remain here, 
and thereby contradict any aſſertions 


4 Perryn may have propagated to my diſ- 7 

| 4 | advantage. A letter will find me at k 

; 1 Wilſon's houſe in London. 20 th 
it «* Your's as you deſerve, [ 
0 


U. | 1 | 
16 MARIANNE DRUMMOND,” . 
| 


$1 5 - 
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Aſiſs Bouchier to Miſs Perryn. 


« I BELIEVE, my dear Sybella, 
my brother has ſuffered nearly as much 
as myſelf, by his friend Stephen's late 
conduct; but ſince an explanation has 
taken place, reſentment is out of the 


queſtion. 


cc He has written to us both, in a 
frank, yet penitent ſtile; and, as being 
kind by halves is but a negative merit, 
the letters which accompany theſe, and 
I ſuppoſe will meet him on his arrival, 
wholly aſſure him of our determination 
to look on what 1s paſt as an unpleaſant 


C4 viſion, 
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viſion, whilſt we believe his preſent ſen- 
timents real, and truſt they are ſtedfaſt. 
Can I ſay more, my dear Sybella, to 
make you ealy, on a point which 
ſeems ſeriouſly to affect you? 5 


am aſſured of approbation where 
1 moſt prize it; yet ſome may exclaim, 
May not errors, ſo raſhly fallen into, 
| and inconſiderately forgiven, become 
habitual? My mind, however, is made 
up on the occaſion, and though twenty 


remonſtrances ſhould occur, they will 


be ineffectual. . 


« You act like yourſelf reſpecting 


Colonel Medway ; Elizabeth was in ex- 


tacies on the arrival of your laſt. I 
could 


ht 
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could not define the cauſe of her rap- 
tures, on reading your's, till by reading 


it alſo, experienced the ſame. 


Whitmore has received another 
letter from Miſs Drummond, which is 
not of ſufficient conſequence to ſend 


you; but will ſerve to laugh at when we 


meet. 


« Elizabeth is writing her letter ß 
gratitude for your late compliance with | 


her wiſhes. 15 | | 


*© I am, ever your's, | 


„ © Lvcy Boventes.” 


4 
a} 


„ 
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Ms Perrys to Mrs. Lumley. 
21% 1 KNOW, my dear Maria, you 
have kindly ſympathized in our late 
vexation, and now I muſt make you a 


partaker in our preſent ſatisfaction. 


Lucy, by her conduct, has ſhewn me 


ſo ſweet a contraſt to coquetry, that 1 
abjure it from this hour. 


« Tencloſe you her letter of forgiveneſs, 
which will ſhew at once we are in a fair 
way of deriving, all the joy we expected, 


from one fo amiable becoming one of 


our family. In ſhort, all our proſpects 


are pleaſant; and I truſt we may now 
bid 
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bid defiance to that innovator on all 


happineſs, the malicious Drummond. 


«© My brother arrived yeſterday, rather. 
indiſpoſed, from the agitation he had un- 
dergone ; but too reſtleſs, in the joy of 
finding letters from the rectory, replete 
with glad tidings, to remain with us 
longer than one night. He ſet off this 
morning, to ſeal, I ſuppoſe, the generous. 


— 


forgiveneſs Lucy has ſigned. 


*© hope you found Sir James and 
Lady Digby in their uſual ſtate of ſere-- 
nity, unclouded by any indiſpoſition. 
Your preſence, I am ſure, will diffuſe 
joy at Digby-houſe; a joy I would 
gladly witneſs, but IJ muſt ſhortly go 

C6 another. 
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another road. It certainly will not be 
long now before my brother and Lucy 


are united. 


« After all, I think -theſe little epare- 
mens form a variety, and take from the 
common inſipidity of a love-affair. The 
only fault I have to find with Medway, 
now the great objection is done away, 
is that invariable propenſity he evinces, 
to plod on in an uniform ſtile of attentive 
affection. I queſtion if taking me for 
better for worſe will produce any altera- 
tion, but J will not be too ſure on that 
head; for, if matrimony really is the 
tomb of love, he may perform the fune- 
ral obſequies as well as his neighbours; 
but this is a wrong ſubject to write to 
1 you, 


37 


you, who pretend a ſo large a ſhare of 
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conjugal happineſs. In which, my dear 
Maria, Heaven preſerve you and your 
Lumley. Write ſoon, and believe me, 


| * 
% Your's as ever, 


„ SyYBELLA PERRYN.” 


Miſs Percy to Miß Perryn. 


IF you expect to hear from 
your brother, my dear Miſs Perryn, you 
will be vaſtly diſappointed; he 9 a 
pen with diſdain. 


" Miſs Percy i ſo obliging and in- 
telligent a correſpondent, that Sybella 
| will 
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will be perfectly ſatisfied with hearing 
from her only. Now will I do my ut- 
moſt to afford you all poſſible enter- 
tainment, that you may ratify with 
pleaſure what Mr. Perryn, in his own de- 
fence, chuſes to aſſert. 4 


« You have given my ſpirits ſo 
charming a fillip, by your late conde- 
ſcenſion to my wiſhes, that I do not de- 

ſpair of ſucceeding in the attempt. Be- 
ſides, I am not a little delighted at the 
happy denonement of Mr. Perryn's adven- 
tures with Miſs Drummond. Whit- 
more has informed her correſpondent. 


ſhe cannot find a fituation to ſuit her, 


near this place, and done her utmoſt 
to diſcourage the lady from becoming. | 


our neighbour, 
| | * Tour 
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-« Your brother ſays you were ſome- 
what apprehenſive his reception would 
be cool, compared to the cordial warmth 
he might have expected, had he neyer 
feen Miſs Drummond. No, my dear 
Sybella, each perſon ſcorned even the 
appearance of remembering what, with 


the ſincereſt hearts, they had forgiven. / 


„We were walking, accompanied by 
Iſabella Hayward, when we met your 
brother in full ſpeed; but he quickly 
eſpied us, and, alighting from the chaiſe; 
threw his arms round Lucy, who ſeemed : 
nearly fainting ; but rouſing herſelf, ſhe 


gave him an animated, inſtead of a life- 


leſs, welcome, 


Charles 


een 


96 


1 


40 ELIZABETH PERCY. 


« Charles ſhook him heartily by the 
hand. Pleaſure illumined his face, but 


an arch look rather governed his fea- 


tures, which your brother ſeemed to 
comprehend. We returned to the rec- 
tory, with the acquiſition to our party, 
where Doctor and Mrs. Linley con- 


vinced him he was a welcome gueſt. 


] am enjoined, my dear Miſs Per- 
ryn, to entreat Mr. and Mrs. Perryn, 
and you, will not long delay our pro- 
miſed pleaſure, but haſten to complete 
the happineſs of our preſent ſociety. 


1 am, moſt affectionately your's, 


« ELIZABETH Percy.” 


— 
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HA 


Ml PERCY's letter was anſwered 
* perſonally by Mr. Perryn's fa- 
mily; and the rectory was ſo well filled, 
that the good Doctor might carry a 
congregation from thence whenever he 
choſe to aſcend the pulpit. One cham- 
ber remained unoccupied, upon which 
Charles Bouchier wrote to requeſt: Col. 


Medway's company. 


Preparations were in great forward- 
neſs for the union of Perryn and Lucy. 
Sybella declared ſhe intended to ſhew' 


away with the bride the enſuing winter 
then, 
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then, turning to the Colonel, ſaid, If 
it was not for him ſhe might make a 
conqueſt of ſome importance But he 
exultingly anſwered, Ves, my dear Sy- 
bella, inſtead of 0 coronet, a bayonet 
muſt be your creſt; and inſtead of a 
coach and ſix, a chaiſe marine your equi- 
mon? live e ao + bat 1 


Things were in this pleaſant train 
when the following letter arrived from 


9 Miſs Drummond to Sally Whitmore, 


«© I AM quite diſappointed, my 
dear Sally, at not fixing for a while in 
your neighbourhood '; but ſo dull a vil- 
lage as you deſcribe, I ſhould abhor; 


not having thoſe amuling reſources in 
my 
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my own mind which are ſuppoſed to 
render ſolitude ſupportable. 


ge aſſured I am perfectly convinced 
of your integrity. The many inſtances 
I have had of your friendſhip I may one 
day have in my power to reward. I am 
ſo far juſt, that I love to deal with my 
friends, as well as my enemies, according 
to their deſerts. 


« Do you know Stephen Perryn 
made a deeper impreſſion on my heart 
than any of his ſex? Even now I can- 
not hate -him, or feel inclined to re- 
venge my cauſe, as I did with Lumley. 


1 wonder how he carne to terms with his 
fair miſtreſs: but Perryn's ſmiles are 
better calculated to ſmooth the frowns of 

| di.ſcontent, 


| 
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diſcontent, than any perſon's 1 know. 
His being married will coſt me a ſevere 


pang. It is my fate to ſee thoſe I am 


moſt attached 6, fall to the 155 of 


others. 


2180 


« Being in the complaining ſtrain, I 


may as well conclude. For the preſent 


direct for me at Wilſon's, 


« 1 am, dear Sally, with the beſt 
Wilkes for you welfare, 


" Your's affectionately, 


MARIANNE DRUMMOND,” 


This letter was not of ſufficient con- 


ſequence” to give pleaſure or pain at the 


rectory z | 


I. 


Ic 


ne 
I« 
er 
m 


ar 


di 
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rectory ; ; they rather thought from it that 
hoſtilities ſcemed to ceaſe. on the part of 
Miss Drummond; when, in fact, ſhe 
was more their foe than ever; for, per- 
ceiving Sally by no means wiſhed her for 
a neighbour, ſhe determined to judge 
for herſelf reſpecting the fruaian;, age, 
cordingly ſhe made an excurſion, and 
took apartments at a farmer's. very 
near the rectory from whence ſhe wrote, 
to Mrs. Wilſon ;. | 
9 AM cats gad 1 did. 
not take that deceitful wretch's word, in 
her account of this village. 1 was keen, 8 
enough to perceive ſhe did not chi 
me ſo near her, and her prudent ladies; 5. 
and luckily, by coming hither, -I make 
diſcoveries which unfold every motive 


me 


* 
—— 
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ſhe could have for keeping me at a diſ- 


tance; Who ſhould I ſee in a window 


of the parſonage-houſe, but Stephen 


Perryn, and the very girl who was pre- 


ſent at my laſt rencontre with Lumley ! 


This immediately determined me on 


f 


„My eyes are now opened. The 


perfidious Whitmore has been my bane 


throughout my late ſchemes. The fa- 


mily ſhe lives with evidently have an 


intercourſe both with the Perryns and 
Lumleys; thus, whilſt I have been en- 
deavouring to dupe others, I am duped 
myſelf; but I will be revenged on her, 


and the whole crew. 


„% The 
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* © The family at the [rectory conſiſts,” 
I find, of the parſon and his wife, with 
Charles and Lucy Boucheir, their wards; 
the former a fine young fellow, of whom 
more hereafter; the ſiſter is an inani- 
mate being, on the point of becoming 
Mrs. Perryn. There is alſo a Miſs 
Elizabeth Percy, no relation to any of 
them, but the intended wife of young 
Bouchier; and at preſent the whole Per- 
ryn family is on a viſit, in order to ce- 
lebrate the union of their ſon with Miſs 
Bouchier, which 1 ſhall not take any 
meaſures to prevent, as I might hereto- 
fore have been inclined to do, for they 
leave this place directly after the wed- 
ding, when the intended object of at- 
tention will be more at leifure to range 
the meads. Miſs Percy will certainly 

attend 
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7 attend her friend, the Abigail attend 


both; and what a charming clear coaſt 


„ | 
I ſhall have! At preſent ! lie in ambuſh, 
| | From my laſt letter to Whitmore ſhe 
| 1 thinks me with you. Adieu! 


&« Your's, as uſual, 
| 7 


„ MARIANNE DRUMMOND,” 


1 


a 


Ty 
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1 


CHAP. II. 


ISS Drummond effectually con- 
cealed herſelf during her pleaſure. 


Colonel Medway obeyed the ſummons 
to join the party at the rectory with 
great alertneſs, and not without ſome 
hopes, on his own account; but Miſs 
Perryn declared ſhe would not be his 
till his father's preſence, who was ſhort- 
ly expected, ſhould at once ſanctify the 
union, and encreaſe the general happi- 


neſs. A delay fo well urged, was readily 
admitted. 


The knot was ſoon after tied which 
irrevocably united Stephen and Lucy. 
VOL, 11 D | The 
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The extacies of the bridegroom, and the 
innate joy depicted in the countenance 
of the bride, were enough to elate the 
| moſt dejected ; whilſt all around them 
prayed they might long feel and diffuſe 
the utmoſt _bliſs, 


Three days after the ceremony, the 
new married pair accompanied their pa- 
rents to a feat of Mr. Perryn's, near 
Warwick. Miſs Perryn, Colonel Med- 
way, and Miſs Percy, were alſo of the 
party; but Charles Bouchier was not to 
be tempted; he ſaid, his ſtudies had 
already been too long negelcted. Love 
and reaſon wrought a conflict, but 
Charles was truly rational, and preferred 
uſing the preſent moment to expedite 
that period, when "oe might take 

1 
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place of theory. He enjoined Elizabeth 
to write to him; which ſhe did not fall 
to do the firſt opportunity. | 


Miß Percy to Mr. Bouchier. | 


« I WILL not ſuppoſe you re- 
queſted my correſpondence to laugh at 
my uncultivated ſentiments, or criticiſe 
my unclaſſical ſtile ; for, in every point 
reſpecting me, your motives have been 
generous and highly flattering. Thus 
by anticipating your kind expreſſions, T 
leave you more room to write to me of 
Doctor and Mrs. Linley, and on ſub⸗ 
jects that may improve me, rather than 
increaſe my vanity. | 
| Ds. ec We 


on 2 . . 


in London next week. 
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** We had a moſt delightful j journey, 


May the lovely prof pects we beheld, be 


emblems of the unclouded happineſs in 


ſtore for our new married couple! It 


will not be long before the Colonel and 
Miſs Perryn follow their example; as 
Mr. Medway informs his ſon he ſhall be 


« I admire Mifs Perryn for delaying 
till that gentleman's arrival; ſhe is at 
once amiable and judicious. She de- 


ſires, laughing, I will not mention her 


name to you ; being offended you did 
not attend us. I argue, your friends at 
the rectory, and your ſtudies, fully ex- 
cuſe you ; upon which ſhe ſays I am 


the wrong perſon to com plain to on che 
ſubject 


—]_ i. 


„ 
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ſubject; and going to the next in com- 


pany, abuſes you moſt unmercifully. 


«© Warwick appears elegantly neat. 
The caſtle is a palace, and well repays 
the care with which it has been pre- 
ſerved. Mr. Perry's houſe is admirably 
ſituated. Your ſiſter is ſo charmed with 
it that it 1s reſolved ſhe ſhall have it, in 
addition to her other ſettlements. Long, 
very long, may ſhe enjoy the abundance 
of happineſs which is now her lot. 


« All here greet Doctor and Mrs. 
Linley with the trueſt affection. I need 
only add, that I am, for gratitude is the 
firſt ſentiment that occurs, 


« Your grateful, 


„ ELIZABETH Percy,” 
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* YOU do me but juſtice, my 
amiable Elizabeth. 1 neither requeſted 


your correſpondence to laugh in ſatire; 
or criticiſe with ill- nature; and had I 


weakly promiſed myſelf any amuſement 


of ſuch a nature, I muſt inevitably have 


been difappointed, ſince your ſentiments 
at once evincing the goodneſs of your 


head and your heart, cannot fail to create 
admiration, and leaving no admittance for 
any derogatory idea. Then continue to 
write to me, my deareſt girl, with that 
unaffected eaſe you ſo eminently poſſeſs; 


it 1s the leaſt you can do, to render me 
tolerably 


* 
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tolerably comfortable in your abſence. 
How far that affects me, you have al- 
moſt forbid me telling you. I muſt ne- 
vertheleſs obſerve, I loſe in ſtudy my 
wonted attention; inſtead of trying to 
expound abſtruſe points in divinity, I 
am attending you wherever my imagi- 
nation places you; thus my body might 
as well have accompanied you, ſince my 
heart and mind are reſolved to take the 
journey. | 


641 yeſterday ſtrolled to your favour- 
ite meadow, but it had not its wonted 
charms. 


Under the ſpreading elm, where 
we have ſo often ſat, a very lovely young 
woman was reading. She was dreſſed 

D 4. in 
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in deep mourning, and altogether form- 
ed a moſt intereſting object. 


« She was ſo intent on her book, 
which I perceived to be Hervey's Me- 
ditations, that ſhe did not ſee me, till l 
entered into converſation with her, by 
obſerving ſhe ran the hazard of catching 
cold, by remaining on a ſpot, that from 


a recent ſhower, muſt be exceedingly | 

damp: Starting, ſhe ſaid, my ſolicitude f 

was very obliging; adding, that ſhe had 

taken ſhelter from the mower, under 

ihe tree, and her book had prevented P 

her obferving the change of weather. l 
| & Iralhed her on her abſence of mind ; g 
if [ 


1 but her melancholy feemed deep-rooted, 
i and ſhe wiſhed me a good morning. 
1 | „ begged 
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« [ begged permiſſion, as ſhe ſeemed 
_ a ſtranger in the village, to conduct her 
home. - That ſhe poſitively refuſed ; in- 
deed was ſo reſolute to the contrary, 
that I ſhould have been impertinent to 
urge it further; therefore, after handing 
her over the ſtile, I remained where I 
was, and the fair apparition ſpeeded. 
through the meadow, with ſuch haſty 
ſteps as if ſhe was actually terrified ac 
what had paſſed. 


I had ſome inclination to keep 
pace with her on. the other fide of the 
hedge ; but I reflected how ſmall I 
ſhould look, if ſhe diſcovered me; ſo 
laying curiofity aſide, I reſumed my 
thoughts of thee, my dear Elizabeth, 
r hich, 
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„When I came home, I related my 
rencontre to Doctor and Mrs. Linley. 
Where does the ſtranger live?“ cried 


» 


they, with one aecord. I don't know,” 


returned I, feeling ſomewhat deficicient. 
« Aſtoniſhing !” faid the one. Aſto» 
niſhing!“ echoed the other. 


Thus it is incumbent on me to diſ- 
cover the lady's retreat, or my character 


tor gallantry is marred for ever. 


« Mrs. Linley has an idea that ſhe is 
unfortunate; and, ever benevolent, hopes 


it may be in her power to ſmooth the 


brow of care on ſo young a face. 


She 


7 
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“She is indeed ſtrikingly handſome; 
but, my charming Elizabeth, there is 
ſomething added to thee, more than 
this ſtranger poſſeſſes; and let me com- 
pare thee to what fair object I will, this 
is ſtill the caſe; ſtill from love and rea- 


ſon, I muſt be ever 


© Unalterably your's, 


«CHARLES BoUCHIER.” 


From the Same 10 the Same. 


« WHILST I have any thing to 
ſay that may be intereſting, I cannot 
omit writing. The fair nymph of the 
Ds meadow 
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meadow 1s now domeſticated at the rec- 


tory. 


As ſoon as I had ſigned and ſealed 
my laſt to you, I thought, with Roſe, 
and my gun, I would take a ſtroll, 
You may -ſuppoſe I went in purſuit of 
game; but I will not tell you the de- 
ſtruction: of the ſeathered race was all the 
tport I expected. 


„ Left you ſhould be impatient to 


know what other J ſought, and as it is 
the duty of the preceptor to curb any 
ſymptoms of impetuoſity in his pupil, I 
will, under” that controlling character, 
quote you an elegy on the Firſt of Sep- 
tember, and, though the author is ob- 
ſcure, I do not think he wants merit. 

: =p When 
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© WHExN the ſtill night withdrew her fable ſhroud, 
And left theſe climes, with ſteps ſedate and flow, 
While fad Aurora, *kerchief'd in a cloud, 
With drizzly vapours hung the mountain's brow, 
The wretched bird, from hapleſs Perdix ſprugg, 
With trembling wings forſook the furrow d plain, 
And calling round her all her liſt ning young, 
In fault'ring accents ſung this plaintive ſtrain. 
© Unwelcome morn, too well thy low'ring mien 
Foretells the ſlaughter of th' approaching day, 
Thy gloomy ſky laments with tears the ſcene, 
Where rage and terror reaſſume their ſway. 
Ah! luckleſs train, ah! ſelf- devoted race, 
The dreadful tale experience tells believe, 
Dark, heavy miſts obſcure the morning's face, 
But blood and death ſhall cloſe the dreary eve. 
This day fell man, whoſe unrelenting hate | 
No tears can ſoften, and no grief aſſuage, 
Pours dire deſtruction on the feather'd ſtate, 
While pride and rapine urge his ſavage rage. 
I, who ſo oft have 'ſcap'd th' impending ſnare, 
Ere night arrives may feel the fiery wound, 
In giddy circles quit the realms of air, 
And ſtain, with ſtreams of blood, the dewy 
ground.” 
She ſaid, when lo ! the pointer Sia his way, 
The ruſtly ſtubble gives the fear'd alarm, 
The ſportſman views the covey fleet away, | 
And rears the unerring tube with ſkilful arm. 


5 
's 
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In vain the mother wings her whirring flight, 
 "'Theleaden deaths arreſt her as ſhe flies, 
Her ſcattered offspring ſwim before her fight, 
And, bath'd in blood, ſhe flutters, pants, and: 
dies.” | | 


It 


*« Thus'poets may write, and ten ler 
maidens like you, Elizabeth, inveigh by 
the hour againſt our cruelty, but ſtill we 
are incorrigible; and, whilſt we rear the 


unerring tube at one covey, are not 
without hopes of paying our reſpects, in 
a like manner, to another. So much for 


digreſſion. 


© In as recluſe a ſpot as the day be- 
fore, I eſpied the lady, and thus addreſ- 
ſed her. I hope, Madam, you will 

not- 
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not think me unpardonable,. a ſecond 
time to interrupt your meditations,” 


« Obſervation is indeed painful to | 
me; but I allow for the curioſity I may 
have inſpired you with; and only blame 
myſelf for giving you an opportunity of 
ſeeing me again. I muſt be more on my 
guard in future.“ | 


« To be brief; I begged her not to 
make any ſuch determination. Told 
her of Mrs. Linley's with to ſee her; 
who, from hearing her features corre- 
ſponded with her garb, was impatient to 
alleviate her ſorrows. | 


Upon chis the fair mourner burſt 
nto tears, and, with leſs reſerve, ſaid, 
N « Alas! 
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« Alas! ſhe was in mourning for the 


beſt of father's. He gave me,” ſhecon- 
tinued, © inſtruftions, which, I truſt, 
were not loſt on me ; and ſupported me 
in an affluent manner, whilſt. in his 
power; but ſucceſſive loſſes in trade re- 
duced him to a ſtate of indigence. In 
a priſon, my wretched parent's only ſuc- 
cour was filial love; the warmth of 


which inſpired me to procure him, by 


induſtry, the comforts his ſituation re- 


quired; but his death at length de- 
prived me of the {ad office, and left me 


comfortleſs. 


«© The exceſs of my affliction was un- 


abated, when, three days after the mourn- 


ful event, a letter was put into my 
hands, deſigned for my father, inform- 
ing 


Py Wy my 
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ing me an uncle of his had bequeathed 
him eight thouſand pounds. T3 


« This ſum became mine j but, ſuch 
is the unthankfulneſs of human nature; 
that, inſtead of being pleaſed, I am ſtill 
more ſad, that my father did not live to 
receive, what would have placed his af- 
fairs in a more comfortable fituation, 
though by no means have ſettled them. | 


«My firſt wiſh was for ſolitude, which 

I thought I had attained ; nor will I look 
on Doctor and Mrs. Linley's invitation 
as an interruption ; but, being charmed 
with their character, will take the firſt 
opportunity of paying my reſpects to 
them, For you, Sir, my giving you 
theſe 
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theſe particulars, may convince you I 
take your behaviour kindly.” 


Lou may ſuppoſe, my dear Eliza- 
beth, my anſwers to all this, were ſuch as 
the confidence ſhe repoſed in me ex- 
ged. | 

9 She permitted me to eſcort her 
home which proved to be no further than 
Farmer Davenent's. O, Miſs F ree- 
man,” ſaid the farmer's. wife, I was 
afraid we had loſt you !” Thus I learnt 
her name, 


% My information, when J returned 
home, ſo wrought upon Mrs, Linley, 
that ſhe ordered the coach directly, 
5 called 
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called on Miſs Freeman, and brought 
her hither, nor will ſhe be ſuffered to 
return to the farmer's. 


« Her company 1s certainly a pleaſant 
addition to our ſociety ; yet, think not, 


my Elizabeth, ſhe is any . n for 
thee ; for 


J am ever, 
« Your affectionate 


© CHARLES Bovcurrn,” 


The 
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| | 
] 
| 3 u. Anſwer. 
1 | | 
| 7 
[| «I AM very happy to find you 
[| have ſo agreeable a gueſt. Friendſhip: 7 
| at firſt ſight ſeems to have inſpired each | 
j party. May it prove durable as Miſs 1 
f Freeman's amiable manners ſeem to pro- 
ti 1 0 
4 *« am much obliged to you for your c 
kind intentions of regulating my curio- 4 
} ; ſity; but J was even with you; and, R 
| ſkipping over your un-appoſite elegy, 1 
| T came at once to the ſequel of your ad- n 
* ventures. I did not, however, forget 


* 
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to read the little plaintive compoſition, 
and give the poet due credit for ſenſibi - 
lity and expreſſion. 


<© The ſporting ſeaſon, as it is called, 
is doubtleſs a ſeaſon of barbarity; but 
let us wave the ſentimentals. Colonel 
Medway is gone to London, to meet 
his father, who is juſt arrived from 


Montpellier. 


The moſt preſſing invitations are 
ſent to Mr. Medway, to accompany his 
ſon back. In what corner of the world 
can he enjoy the ſociety of a happier 
groupe. The ſprightly Sybella creates 
the chearful ſmile by the gaiety of 
badinage; your ſiſter by the harmony of 

| her 
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her diſpoſition, eſtabliſhes that uniform 


tranquility, without which pleaſure is 


but a chaos of ſweets, and-only half en- 
joyed; but, were I to dwell on the diſ- 


tinct and united merits of our party, I 
might write for ever. 


The races have rendered us particu- 


Jarly gay. At the courſe my curioſity 


and feelings were at variance; the ball 
ſettled my ſpirits ; though, as every wiſh 
is not to be gratified, my favourite part- 
ner was not there, to claim. my hand. 
Whom I thus diſtinguiſhed I leave you 


to gueſs; and I am much miftaken if 
your vanity, or rather your juſt ideas of 


Elizabeth, will let you lon 8 remain in 


the dark. 
6 As 
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« As I write, by this opportunity, to 
Mrs. Linley, I have only to add, 


J am, as uſual, ' 
« Your ſincere and affectionate, 


« ELIZABETH Prxer.“ 


Miſs Drummond to Mrs. Wilſon. 


« A MACHIAVEL in petticoats, 
many of my ſex have been called; but 
none with more juſtice than your friend 
Amelia, or Emma, as I have told the 
good ſouls is my Chriſtian name. Did 
they know all, they would not fay it was 
allumed for Chriſtian purpoſes. No, 


no; 
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no; my Chriſtianity, as one of my 
lovers ſaid of his eſtate, is neither here 


nor there; though I regularly liſten to 


Dr. Linley's ſermons, and am looked 


on as a miracle of devotion. The good 


paſtor himſelf never once ſuſpects he has 


ſo infected a ſneep amongſt his flock. 
{| 

But you are impatient to learn how 
I became ſo well acquainted with the 
church and the miniſter. Why, my 
dear Wilſon, I am even an inhabitant 
of the parſonage-houſe; the companion 
of old Orthodox, young Orthodox, and 

a declared fayourite of the old lady. 


«I told you of my firſt interview 


with the elegant Charles; for elegant I 


thought him, in ſpite of the ruſtic bluſh 
which 


ha 
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which ſuffuſed his manly cheek. The 
next day we had another meeting. I 
was rather reſerved at firſt, that he might 
ſuppoſe his own engaging manner 


brought me to be ingenuous. 


« Groſs adulation is only acceptable 
where vanity is the reigning folble ; but 
very few perſons are proof againſt a 
certain well adapted flattery, ſhewn 
more by actions than words. You know 
l ever make it a principle, not only to 
put my company in good humour with 
me, but themſelves. 


* In leſs chan an hour after Charles 
had conducted me home, a poſt- coach | 
ſtopped at Farmer Davenant's, and a 

vol. 11. 2 form, 
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form, dignified with virtue and benig⸗ 
nity, * forward. 


g 

* T0 ſhew you ths ſupenority. ſuch 
perfections give the poſſeſſor, I will con : 
feſs I was over-awed; but perceiving p 
Mrs. Linley miſtook my reſerve- for a \ 
natural timidity, I regained myſelf, and 1 
by the time I arrived with her at che * 
rectoty, was perfe&tly comme il faul. Ml 


1 The Doctor greeted me with a holy 
kiſs, Elderly gentlemen have no notion 
of exploding ſo good a cuſtom. Charles 

followed his example; which ſerves to 
ſhew, you my reception was hearty and 
welcome, with which their treatment of 
we ſince j is wholly. confiſtens. bh 
<> MW 


4» 
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« You may aſk poffibyy for I know 
you are half a Methodiſt, if tile Kind. 
neſs of theſe people 35 not ſometimes 
reprove my conſcience? At ffrſt 1 
might have ſenſations of the Kind; but, 
after all, what harm do I intend them? 
Miſs Percy, Elizabeth I think they call 
her, has been'choſen for the helpmate 
of Charles Bouchier; but Emma F ree. | 
man is a mighty excellent girl; and, by | 
the extraordinary manner of their meet- 
ing, it is obvious the match was formed 
in heaven. | 
7/2 8 cam 
« Such is the dodtrine the ſapacious 
couple may adhere to. But What ſays 
the poor neglected damſel? Oh, ſhe is 


a ſweet, amiable, diſintereſted creature; 
E 2 and 


otherwiſe. 
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and if her Charles is happy, can ſhe be 


4 
17 


Thus I dive into the ſentiments of 
every individual, with as much dexte- 
rity as if I had Harlequin's touchſtone. 


«2 : encloſe a letter for Whitmore, 
which you may ſend here, ſince ſhe has 
not thought fit to inform me of her 
journey to Warwickſhire. _ 


« Mercy on me! I have .been told 
ſach a tale, of a wicked young woman, 
who endeavoured to inveigle Mr. Ste- 
phen Perryn into a marriage that muſt 


have been his ruin. I lifted up my 


nds and eyes; what could I do leſs? 
though 


C 


ELIZABETH PERCY. 77 
though I never had more Aineuley to 
refrain from laughing. 

I wiſh, my dear Wilſon, you would 
write me a letter, as if from the widow 
of my uncle who bequeathed the eight 
thouſand pounds, inviting me to live 
with you in the moſt perſuaſive and af. 

* G2 
fectionate terms. Pray mind your or- 


thography, or I ſhall be aſhamed of my 
correſpondent. | 


* I am, ſincerely your's, 


© MARIANNE DRUMMOND.” 


4 , 
= — > 5 
4 
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Stef ben Perryn to Charles Bouchier, 


;_q WILL you  deign, Charles, to 


* 8 your attention, a male cor. 
ref] ſpondent, whilſt a lovely female one 
o well demands it? But ſurely, my 
friend, you are far gone in the Plato- 


4 — * - 


nics, to be ſatisfied with only corre- 
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ſponding with your fair one, when! it 18 


bh. Þ 
ſo much in Jour power to enjoy her 1 
company; * 

To hear and ſee her all the while, e 

« Softly ſpeak and ſweetly ſmile.” of 

In ſhort, our whole party is fo plea- 
fant, that I ſhould think the temptation | chi 


to 


K 
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to be amongſt us were irreſiſtible. For 
my own part, Iam ſo perfectly contented; | 
in every particular, that I think I muſt 
unavoidably diffuſe ſome particles of Joy 

to thoſe around me. | 


« My Lucy is dearer to me every | 
hour 1 live. She has the humility of a 
Siameſe wife, with the proper ſpirit of 
an Engliſh one; to omit a panegyric on 
my better half, would be depriving 
you, as well as myſelf, of a ſenſible 
gratifieation; yet I will not ſuffer the 
inexhauſtible theme ſo far to engroſs my 
pen, as not to mention the fair enlivener 
of your preſent hours. 1 


2 


* I will not rally you, my dear Bou- 
chier, on a poſſibility of Mifs Freeman 
N elſfecting 
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effecting a change in your ſentiments, 
but very ſeriouſly adviſe” you, on the 


ſtrength of my own experience, to be- 


ware ;z in that little word is compriſed all 
1 wiſh you to underſtand. 


%] am ſorry to ſay the amiable Eliza- 
beth ſtands a greater chance of being 
neglected than did your ſiſter. Miſs 
Freeman being thus far a more danger- 
ous rival than the artful Drummond; 


for time, which diſcovered the innate 


principles of the latter, may ſerve to 


unfold new beauties in your attractive 


gueſt. 


« Theſe, I will allow you to admire, 


in common with the pleaſing produc- 


tions of nature, but let not any ten- 


derer 


* 
vil 
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derer ſentiment find a paſſage to your 
breaſt. Remember the lovely, virtuous 
orphan, whoſe e- you have pro- 
miſed to be. | 


« Forgive me, if niy friendſhip for 
both you and Miſs Percy leads me to 
ſay more than you, inthe conſciouſneſsof 
your on rectitude, may deem neceflary. 
doubt not the goodneſs of your inten- 


tions, and earneſtly wiſh you en ad- 


here to them. 


Mr. Medway and the Colonel ar- 
rived on Monday. If I have freely ad- 
viſed you to keep yoùr heart guarded 
acainſt the charms of Miſs Freeman, 1 
have dealt in a like manner with Eliza- 
beth, ſeeing ſhe is intolerably diſpoſed 

LW to 
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rofl With Mr. Medway'; and that ſhe 
chas flirted herſelf into his good graces 
is:nqasſtionable. 2} 


He proves to have been a particular 
end of /herfather's. He acknowledges 
to have been near ſplitting on the ſame 


rock as that unfortunate man, being 
equally: addicted to his failing ; but 
<imely conviction proved his friend, 
whilſt headſtrong perſeverance deſtroyed 
Mr. Percy, whoſe fate Mr. Medway ne- 
ver ſpeaks of, but the tear of humanity 
Sliſtens i his eye. 
Jam certain Mr, Medway approves 
de: Clou s choice, and docs juſtice to 

Sybella's merit; but I am alfa. certain 
Mat, had circumſtances concurred to 
have given him Elizabeth for a daughter, 


4 
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> 
he would have been equally, if not bet- 
ter pleaſed. As it is, he encourages an 
affectionate friendſhip betwixt his ſon 


and his new favourite; which, knowing 


they are both engaged, he ſays, will 
form one of thoſe ſober, pleaſant .con- 
nexions, independent of love. 


© T have had the honour of a congra- 


tulatory letter from my uncle. His let- 


ter is dated Brighthelmſtone; and he is 
pleaſed to ſay, Lady Carey, as well as 
himſelf, will be very happy if our party 
ſhould be tempted to join them at that 


place. 

Lumley and his agreeable Maria 
are at Brighton alſo. In ſhort, I believe 
there are ſufficient inducements to draw 


E 6 | us 
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us thither; but not till my ſiſter and the 
Colonel are united. 


Jou ſurely will not refuſe to join us 
after that event. You cannot object to 
leaving Doctor and Mrs. Linley, now 
they have ſo agreeable a companion; 
neither can your ſtudies detain you; 


take my word for it, you know already 


more than half the parſons of the age; 


and I would not fay you were wile 
enough, if I did not think ſo, having 
infinite reſpect for the cloth, and wiſhing 
my friend to do all poſſible honour to it. 


„Exer your's, 


pon *© STEPHEN PERRYN.” 


my thre 
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Miſs Drummond to Mrs. Wilſon. 


« THE beſt news! have for you _ 
is, that my-friend Charles begins to dif 
cover ſymptoms very much in favour of 
a certain perſon. Symptoms he would 
fain conceal from every eye. 


% A letter was s brought him the other 
day, which appeared to affect him ex- 
ceedingly. He ſaid, when he had read 
it, it was from Stephen Perryn; without 
ſpeaking of che ſubject, he put it in his 
pocket; but a dejection remained on 
his countenance, and I had the utmoſt 

difficulty 
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difficulty to rouſe him from what ap- 
 Peared a painful reverie. 


«] chatted, 1 ſung, I played. Find- 
ing thoſe attempts ineffectual, I pared 
an apple, and defi gnedly cut my finger; 
il on which he was as much agitated as if 
[14 | his own Elizabeth had fun the 
1 e ee eee ae 

I faid it was too trivial to occaſion 
any concern n. flight ſcratch 1 ima- 


1 


. ginable. 


— 


He ſaid, I might think it flight; 
a a dut it was the levereſt. mou he had 
17 | ever felt. 


7 
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«Theſe. ont from Charles Bou- 
cher, might gratify the vanity of any 
woman. I experienced the force of 
them; for it is very eaſy, Wilſon, to 
diſtinguiſh between the genuine emo- 
tions of a young man, unknowing in 
the ways of deceit, and the unmeaning 
gallantry of a votary to that vice. 'SÞ 
far, ſo well, but ſtill the pb. on 
my mind. jy LE ITO IM 


«© Some little time afterwards. I took 
my work into an arbour, and what 
ſhould I fee beneath the bench, but this 
identical diſturber of my repoſe ? 


„The true ſympathy of love had 
taken poſſoſſion of me (curioſity. cannot 
have any thang 40, do in ſo ſublime a 

paſſion) 
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paſſion) ſo, that I might the better par. 
"take of my dear Charles's uneaſineſs, 1 
unfolded the doughty epiſtle. 


Many a billet-doux have I received 
in the ſame hand; and, can there be 
any great difficulty, think you, ſince it 
is ſo familiar to me, in forging it? But 
more of this hereafter. At preſent let 
me inform you, my quondam lover; now 
in the Hymeneal liſt, in remembrance 
of his own frailty, takes upon him to ad- 
viſe his friend to beware. He argues 
thus: f 


« I am ſorry to ſay, the amiable 
Elizabeth ftands a greater chance of 
being neglected than did your ſiſter; 
for time, which diſcovered the innate 
principles 


te 
ti 
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principles of the latter, may only ſerve - 
to unfold new beauties in your attrac- 
tive gueſt.” | 


It is evident in what pleaſing colours 
Charles has painted me, or Perryn 
would not have imbibed this opinion, 


If Perryn then penetrates into the 
ſentiments of his friend, how, think you, 
the more intereſted Elizabeth muſt 
ſtand affected? 


* She flirts, J find with Mr. Med- 
way. It is much to be wondered at, if 
her abundant charms do not raiſe her a 
new admirer in that gentleman. A de- 
grce of jealouſy muſt be infuſed into the 
| potion 


' 
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potion I mean to igive her former one; 
and, if no juſt cauſe can be found, it 
muſt be my buſineſs to create an umagi- 
nary one; mean while, 


ak 
A,” 


il mock the time with faireſt ſhew, . 
« Fair face muſt hide what the falſe heart does 


know, 
5 
„„ Makia xz DRUMMOND.” 
3 
8 +» ” | ” 4 k | . 7 1 ? - 
wr 4 5 - 
$3 f# 45 [4 
CE z k 
' 
| | 
1 3 4 £34 3 } 
x | 
f 181 


From 


© 


From the Same lo the Same. 


WILSON, I have done the 
deed, and I ſo n I can N 
hold hae 1220 


£{ —_— 9 » 
5 SE\F8 » 4 


* Incloſed is a t Charles is to 
ſuppoſe he has received from Nerxyn. I 
eonjure you, if my peace of mind is deat 
to you, forward it as ſoon as poſſible 
for, ſhould a genuine one arrive firſt, 
the plauſibility of mine is totally de- 
ſtroyed, 


My heart is in the plan I have form- 
ed; yet in this ſtep, and in every 
| other 
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other J have taken towards accompliſh- 


ing it, I am witheld, as it were, by an 


inviſible power; but, though I am 


awed, I proceed. *'- © 


_ - © Such were my emotions that I doubt 
my ſucceſs; but Charles's honeſt bo- 
ſom will entertain no ſuſpicion, and'I 
will hope the beſt. 


% 
z 


% How will he be intoxicated with 
jealouſy! His love, which began to 
waver betwixt Elizabeth and me, muſt 
now inevitably decide in my favour. 


« T ſhall no doubt be told the gene- 
ral diſtreſs, I will ſympathize and mo- 
ralize moſt admirably ; but talk to the 


young man of Elizabeth's returning, 
| and 
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and ſeem to mitigate her fault; yet my 
concern for his diſappointment in her, 
and intereſt I take in his happineſs, ſhall 
ſo bear teſtimony of my own love for 
him, that in the midſt of his grieving 
he ſhall be delighted. 


In ſhort, Wilſon, I muſt eflay 
every art to tranſport him beyond his 
reaſon, Torn by contending paſſions, 


he ſhall at length yield to the influence 
of one, vt | 


« O, Wilſon, pray for the fulfilling of 
this prophecy, for, on its coming to pals, 
depends the caſe and happineſs of 


L 0114 


MARIANNE DRUMMOND.” 


To 
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; To-Charles Bouchier, h 
| (encloſed in the preceding. 


«* HOW ſorry 1 am, my dear 
Bouchier, to be under the neceſſity of 
writing you ſo different a letter from my 
5 ee edt 


«] beſeech you, my friend, if your 
heart feels more than common ſenti- 
ments in favour of Miſs Freeman, en- 
courage them to the utmoſt, and may 
the new miſtreſs of your affections prove 
ſincere and conſtant, as Elizabeth, your 


once 
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once adored Elizabeth, is deceitful and 


perfidious. Anett, Mt 1 nin 


,© If you were ever r_vain, 0 of your 
. and comelineſs, ſuch vanity muſt 
now. be humbled ; for ,one old enough 
for your father, even, the father of Colo, 
nel Medway, i 18 become your rival; but 
his acquired, not his, natural e 
ments, muſt ſo ſucceſsfully have pleaded 
his cauſe. 


Then be reſi gned, my friend, ſince 
your fortunate eſcape i is « obvious to every 
eye; and every heart, e in your 
welfare, muſt rejoice, the lady diſcoyer- 
ed her. propęnſties ere it Was 100 latef for 
your repoſe. F. ate ſoems to. haye in- 

5 tended 


= 
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rended Miſs Freeman to be a compen- 


ſation for this unforeſeen event. 


_& Whilſt I condemn, I pity, the ill- 


judging Elizabeth. It is impoſſible to 


retract at once the friendſhip her ſem- 


blance of virtue inſpired. I laughed at 
her flirting with Mr. Medway, little 


thinking it would terminate ſa ſeriouſly, ; 


She has even gone ſuch lengths as to 
elope with him. 


IB 09: 6 das 5d nad. S;. 

« I judge of your feelings on this in- 
formation; but, for the fake of your 
friends, be not too deeply affected; 


though, I am ſorry to ſay, your ſiſter is 
nearly inconſolable. Sybella's gaiety i is 


changed to ſadneſs. 
« Colonel 


ac 


cc 


then 
pear; 


ve 
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« Colonel Medway knows not how to 
account for an action of his father's ſo 
derogatory to his general line of con- 
duct; which latterly has been uniformly 
good, though, in his youth, we all 


know he was addicted to ſome irregula- | 


rities. 


« We grieve for Doctor and Mrs. 
Linley; but may their preſent favourite 
do honour to their friendly notice; 
then cannot I but conſider her as a bleſ- 
ſing ſent by Heaven to comfort them at 
this period. 


<« Some perſons would rather adviſe 


them not to truſt a ſecond time to ap- 


pearandes. Mere worldly cant! Is it 


VOL Md F not 


— Cu On — — — 2 — — — oo 


— wag — 2 
— - — jy — — 
— 2 


——j—̃—̃—t 
— — — - — 
— 


— — — — - 
TCR NE et ce i. eee -—_—— 


98 ELIZABETH PERCY. 


not better to have the judgment than 
the humanity called in queſtion ? 


« I muſt inform you, that every en- 
quiry after the fugitives has been un- 


availing. 
ks | a 
A man of Mr. Medway's years 1 
to dance to the tune of indiſcretion it p 
is almoſt incomprehenſible! But no al 
more of it. ge 

« Your's ever, 

m: 


„ STEPHEN PERR TN“ 0 
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The Anſwer. 


« YOU have plunged me into 
an abyſs of wretchedneſs ; yet, contrary 
as it may ſeem, have opened ſuch bright 
proſpects, that I would fain raiſe myſelf, 
above the bad, in order to graſp the 
good. INE; 


« Yes, my dear Perryn, Emma Free- 
man 1s formed to conſole me on this 
occaſion, and render me happy in every 
reſpect. 


* You cannot think me precipitate 
in this declaration, after the pains you 
F 2 have 
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have taken to bring me to ſuch a frame 


of mind. But the dear girl leaves us 
to-morrow. She has promiſed to be 


with her aunt in a few days. 


= 1 * 


— 


What tranſports me beyond every 


other conſideration is, the ardent, yet 


delicate love, ſhe has manifeſted for 


me. Nor does. vanity inſpire this idea; 


but the moſt evident proofs have given 
riſe to 1t that man could receive. Such 
as the lukewarm Elizabeth, chary of her 
tenderneſs, never proved. Is this poſ- 
hble? Am I brought to coridemn the 
very points in Elizabeth I moſt ad- 


mired ? 


CE Think not, by what I have faid, 
that Miſs Freeman has obtruded herſelf 


On 


fl 
h 
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on my affections by any undue ſymptoms 
of her ſuſceptibility. No, I have infidi- 
ouſly wreſted from her what renders me 
unalterably her's. | 


« I think you might have ſpared any 
pains to trace Mr. Medway, and his 
fair, though falſe companion. The act 
teſtifies their being mutually enamoured. 


« T truſt it is equally certain that the 


gentleman's intentions are honourable, 


as he could not, excluſive of his moral ; 


character, eſcape the ſlur of villainy, 
for treating with ſuch diſreſpect, a family 
he 15 on the point of being allied to. 


Heavens! ſhould he reduce Eliza- 
beth to infamy, no human power ſhall 
F 3 withold 


% 
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withold my arm from revenging her 
cauſe, Her youth and orphan ſtate 
ſhould ſtill intitle her to the protection 


I once wiſhed for ever to afford her. 


Doctor and Mrs. Linley, on 
hearing your's, were transfixed with 
horror. It is hard, they cry; to loſe 
their agreeable Emma, when the ſooth- 
ings of a friend are moſt availing ; but 
they will not allow her to diſappoint her 


aunt. 


15 Doctor and Mrs. Linley go to the 
firſt ſtage, and I ſhall accompany her 
ſome ſtages further. How do I dread 
a ſeparation from the moſt faſcinating 
creature alive ! When ſhe is abſent 
every diſtreſſing circumſtance will rever- 

| berate 


— 
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berate on my mind, which is already fo 
ſurcharged I write at random. 


Jam not well. Perhaps I ſhould 
be better were I to declare my paſſion 
to Emma; and in adoring her, be loſt 
to every other idea. O that ſhe were 
irrevocably mine 


« Surely Elizabeth, by her ſtrange 
conduct, has abſolved me from every 
vow my fooliſh fondneſs dictated 


« Adviſe me, my dear friend ; but 
have you not written the very ſentiments 
which are concordant with my own ? 
I will, I muſt prevail on Emma to bleſs 
me with her hand. £ 
F 4 I know 
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know my dear ſiſter, and every 
true friend, will be beſt pleaſed I ſhould 
take that ſtep moſt likely to reſtore my 
tappineſs, £ = 


* 


© CHARLES Bouchtzx.“ 


| Stephen Perryn ta Doftor Linley. | 


«I HAVE received an incohe- 
rent jargon from Charles, which 1s far 
beyond my comprehenſion, or any per- 
ſon's here. We conclude him either to 
be very ill, and to have written in an 
unhapppy paroxyſm, or to be egregi - 
ouſly miſled by ſome ignus fatuus, that 
bodes 
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bodes no good either to himſelf or any 


body elſe. F 


« Elizabeth is ſtill, and I doubt not 


will ever be, the delight and admiration 


of all who know her. She was about to 
inform you of a new mine of happineſs 
ſhe has juſt ſprung, when Charles's let- 
ter arrived; but now ſhe is determined 


to tell you of it perſonally, and ſee if by | 


her preſence ſhe can rouſe her incon- 
ſtant lover from his preſent ſtrange con- 


ceptions. 


« She ſays ſhe muſt ſearch deeper in. 


to the buſineſs before ſhe can be per- 


ſuaded he acts intentionally wrong. 
In my opinion, this is dealing more ge- 


nerouſly with him than he merits; it 


T6: being 


8 
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being evident he has yielded | implicit 
faith to ſome vile tale againſt the ami- 
able, innocent girl; ſo innocent, that it 
would be doing her wrong to attempt 


clearing her from ſach calumny. 


Innocence, ſays Quintillian, jg 
better than eloquence, and a good cauſe 
than a good orator.” There is a confi- 
| dence in truth better than all the flou- 
riſhes of rhetoric, all the proofs of 
_ reaſon, No argument her beſt argu- 
ment, and the ſlight of reaſon the reaſon 
ſhe ſhould not be ſlighted. | 


* We are ſo eager to dive into this 
myſtery, which at preſent confounds us 
all, that we may probably be at the 
rectory as ſoon as this reaches you; 
but 
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but I write, in caſe of any unforeſeen 
prevention, to entreat, my dear Sir, you 
will uſe every means to diſcover the de- 
ception that muſt have been paſſed upon 


you. 


« My ſiſter was yeſterday united to 
Colonel Medway, or rather Percy, for 
ſuch is his real name. This is an enig- 
ma, in return for that we have received. 
The ſolution of our's, I believe, will be 
far the moſt pleaſing ; but that we will 
judge of when we meet. In the mean 
time I am, dear Doctor, 


« Your's ſincerely, 


e STEPHEN PERRYN.” 
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are & 


i Drummond to Mrs. Wilſon. 


© THE old couple took leave of 
us at Welford, and Charles and I con- 
tinued our journey forty miles farther, 
when I reminded him it was high ume 


to return home.. 


The intimation viſibly affected 
him. No,“ he ſaid, I muſt allow 
; him to accompany me to the next ſtage; 
and on our way thither he would en- 
deavour to conquer the reluctance he 
had. to leave. me. Vet that,” he con- 
tinued, will be impoſſible. My love 
is too ardeſſt to brook a ſeparation.” 

| Son 
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« On this I ſtrove to look ſtately, It 
was Tight, you know, he ſhould think 
I was diſpleaſed. 


« You take advantage, Mr. Bouchier, 
of our ſituation, to entertain me on a 
ſubject your heart can bear no part in; 
for are you not Miſs Percy's avowed 
lover? And, if you can ſo ſoon detach 
your heart from her, what reliance do 


$ you think I can place in ſuch decla- _ 


ations ?” 


« Here he vowed and fwore with 
juſt as much energy as I could wiſh; 
adding, his love for Miſs Percy, by her 
extraordinary procedure, Was wholly ex- 
tinguiſhed; though he ſhould ever 

| | think 
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N. think it incumbent on him to protect 
bi | and ſerve her on any requiſite occaſion. tl 
| In fine, his heart was now ſo unalterably { 
devoted to- me, that no circumſtance 1 
whatever could effect a change. | | p 

So obvious did he make this ap- 
pear that I ſuffered a few words, ſignt- F 
fying I was not inſenſible, to eſcape my 10 

lips. Upon which he urged me, in- 

ſtead of purſuing my journey, to return © 

with him to Doctor Linley's, - that he t 
might acquaint him, his beſt friend, he { 

called him, of my being neceffary to 

his happineſs ; and entreat him to make 
us one; for he had already felt the ill 5 


effects of delaying. 


« I ſtarted 


* 
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« ] ſlarted in reality, at his terming 
the delay an evil; but, oſtenſively, at 
the precipitancy of his ideas; ſeeming 
too as if I would fain ſay what I had no 


power to tell. 


« Why,” ſaid he, © is my dear 
Emma's countenance 'clouded 1005 that 
look of concealment > 


« Alas!” Ireplied, «I am compelled 
to mention what muſt inevitably yOu 
ſo haſty a png” ** 9 Qite 


« Charles was all attention ; and thus 
I wrought upon his credulity. 


« My aunt, in her laſt letter, ac- 
quaints me that ſhe does not ſo much 
deſire 
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deſire to ſee me from ſelfiſh motives, as 
to introduce me to a young man of 
great worth, and very rich, to whom 
ſhe hopes to ſee me united.” 


„Here, Wilſon, I produced your 
letter. I honour, you for the lucky 
thought. Your words, even as daggets, 
penetrated Charles's boſom. 


Then,“ cried he, I am wretched 


indeed; and will you for ever deſtroy 


my hopes, by voluntarily ruſhing into 


the arms of this formidable rival? 


% No; I rather wiſh to conquer my 
aunt's prepoſſeſſion, and certainly will 
endeavour to do ſo, for I really feel—" 
Here I faultered and bluſhed, 


« What 


gl 


— 


C 
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What does my Emma feel? For- 


give my impatience.“ 


80 great an alteration in my heart,” 
continued I, * that it can never ac- 
company my hand to any perſon but 
yourſelf.” 


« Generous girl! this candour, if 
poſſible, enhances my love. Once more 
] entreat you to return to the rectory.· 


No, that cannot be; I muſt pro- 
ceed to my aunt.” 


f If every circumſtance concurred, 
would you this inſtant conſent to be 
mine? This man of worth and fortune, 
cannot bear the thought of!“ 

* You 
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Nou have nothing to dread on his | 


account.” 


« Ecſtatic words! but ſtill a doubt 


obſtructs my peace; let us daſh away 


the poſſibility of being for ever ſepa - 
rated.“ » 


F 


* 


« To this I ſeemed to lend a reluc- 
tant ear; but you know, Wilſon, it was 
the ſammit of all my projects. 


« Before we had drove three miles 
further, he talked of Gretna Green ; 
nor reſted till I conſented to accompany 
him thither ; but, when the conſent had 
paſſed my lips, his countenance changed 
to a deadly pale; and his whole frame 
continued ſo violently agitated, that by 

the 
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the time we arrived at the next ſtage, 
his ſituation required immediate reſt 


and aſſiſtance. 


. His firſt defire was, that I would 
ſend to Dr. Linley, for he found himſelf 


moſt uncommonly attacked. 


« This would not have ſuited my 
purpoſes. An anſwer, no doubt, is 
come by this time, to the letter Charles 
wrote, in conſequence of believing 
Elizabeth perfidious ; and it is a queſ- 
tion to me if the Doctor does not come 
without being ſent for. Though, upon 
ſecond thoughts, he and the good lady 
have too high an opinion of me, to 
conclude I have any hand in the buſi- 
nets; and, unleſs their crafty friends at 
Warwick 


1 
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Warwick put ſuch notions into their 
heads, I am ſafe. 


* Be that as it may, I am much diſ- 
concerted at being detained ; but Bou- 
chier gets worſe and worſe, If you, my 


dear Wilſon, are in an obliging mood, 


you may make an expeditious journey 


here, and help to nurſe him, for I don't 


half underſtand the buſineſs, 


ie apothecary calls his diſorder 
a fever of the brain. He raves in- 
ceſſantly of Elizabeth. I ſometimes 
think he full loves her, and mere 
revenge inſtigated him to go | ſuch 
lengths with me. When this occurs, I 


am ready to leave. him in the melan- 
choly 


th 
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choly condition he is in, and by that 
means I ſhould eſcape the fury. of his 
friends, ſhould I be diſcovered. Yet I 
will have him, if it is only to vex the 
Perryns, the Lumleys, and to leflen 
Whitmore with them, in whom they 
ſeem to confide. The truth is, with the 
delay, I am nearly as diſtracted as him- 
ſelf. I have told the hoſteſs we are bro- 
ther and ſiſter. 


« I requeſt you will come to me in 
this exigency, and I ſhall be - 
Four obliged, 


MARIANNE DRUMNMOND.“ 


70 
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To Mrs. Lumley. 
*© YOU have been diſappointed, 
my dear Maria, at not ſeeing us at 
Brighton; and will wonder at our inſta- 
bility, when I tell you we have changed 


our route from thence to Northampton- 
ſhire. 


“Before I tell you what draws us 
thither, I muſt acquaint you, my dear 
friend, that my union with Colonel 
Medway will never take place; for, to 
act conſiſtent with the perverſe charac- 


ter you and many others have given me, 
I have 
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] have beſtowed my hand on a perſon of 


a very different name. 


66 Nay, ſtart not, Mrs. Lumley, nei- 
ther diſgrace your countenance with 
that angry frown, for what is done can- 
not be undone, which ſentence, though 
trite, is true, nor do I wiſh it otherwiſe ; 
and, ſince I am ſatisfied, they cannot 


be my true friends that are otherwiſe, 


Vet, ſuch is the force of prejudice, 

that 1 perceive you cannot be pleaſed 
for the life of you, conſequently you 
will deem a vindication of my conduct 


highly requiſite. 


To begin with a query. How 
could J marry Colonel Medway, when 
I never 
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120 ELIZABETH PERCY, 
T never was acquainted with any ſuch 
perſon ? | 


« But away with jeſting. Forgive 
me for tantalizing you ſo long, though 
I am the leſs excuſable, as my mind is 
at this time diſturbed by a variety of 
uneaſy ſenſations; but what is unplea- 
ſant I will delay, and at preſent give you 
a view of the brighteſt ſcene. 


On Wedneſday ſeven· night my fa · 


ther willingly beſtowed my hand on that 


amiable man we have always conſidered 
as Mr. Medway's ſon; but that gentle- 
man, the day before the ceremony was 
performed, requeſted we might have no 
Company, having ſomething very impor- | 


tant to communicate, which required 
WR 0 os 


. 
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the particular attention of all the fa- | 
mily, but eſpecially Miſs Percy's, and 
the Colonel's. | 

« But as this account would extend 
my epiſtle to a tedious length, I ſhall 
defer the communication, together with 
the reaſon for changing our route, till 
the next opportunity. And in the i in- 
terim remain, my dear Maria's 


«© Moſt ſincere friend, 


« SYBELLA Percy.” 
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From the Same 10 the Same. 


— — 


IN compliance with the pro- 


miſe in m _ laſt, I embrace the earlieſt 


opportunity of conveying to my dear 
Mrs. Lumley a brief ſtatement of the 


intereſting - intelligence, which I then 
hinted at. 


* We were all ſeated in anxious ex- 
pectation, when, to the beſt of my re- 
membrance, Mr. Medway thus began: 


„My dear friends, you ſee before 
a man, who, in his. youth, was 


immerſed 


1 
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immerſed in all the follies of the fa- 
ſhionable world. | 


* had a wife I loved not, and an 
eſtate I cared ſtill leſs for; at leaſt my 
indifference for both was apparent, by 
the careleſſneſs with which I riſqued my 
property at the gaming- table; and I 
thought there was no chance of poſte” N 
rity condemning me, for I had been 
married eight years without having a 
child. Think then my ſurpriſe, when 
a probability of my becoming a father 
began to ſhew itſelf ; figure to yourſelf 
alſo my diſappointment, when Mrs. 
Medway only brought me a ſtill-born 


| infant. 
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Mortified beyond expreſſion, I flew 
to my uſual reſource on every dilagree- 
able occaſion, | 


Percy was at the table before me. 
I told him what had happened. 1 
mean not,” ſaid he, to exult over 
you ; but my wife was this morning de- 
livered of a fine boy; ſo now let me 
win your eſtate for him, for, egad, mine 
begins to creak.“ 


« Done,” faid I, and obſerve, if 
you loſe, inſtead of cath, I will have 
the boy.” | 


- 7 
— 


« To be brief, I proved the favour- 


ite of fortune, and Percy reſigned his 
| ſon 
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fon with that indifference gameſters feel, 
whoſe every paſſion is abſorbed in one, 
both fatal and enſnaring. 


Naurſes were feed; my wife was 
pleaſed, and Mrs. Percy, who was ex- 
tremely ill, was tofd her child died of 
convulſions. So effectually was ſhe de- 
ceived, that ſhe frequently embraced 
him, ſome months after, with only that 
common affe&tion ſhe felt for children in 
general. 


Some years after ſhe had a daugh- 
ter, which I imagine to be this young 
lady,“ and he turned to Elizabeth; but 
ſhe had already heard more than ſhe 
could ſupport, having nearly fainted 


* 


G 3 in 


326 ELIZABETH PERCY. 


in the Colonels arms; who, with more 
tenderneſs than can be expreſſed, em- 
braced her as his ſiſter. 

The ſcene was affecting. Every 
perſon preſent yielded to the influence 
of overwhelming emotions. As they 
ſubſided Mr, Medway thus continued ; 


At length the friendſhip betwixt 
Percy and I began to abate, and-on this 


account. 


« An over-ruling Providence de- 
1a:hed my mind from its favourite pur- 
tuit. Indeed I grew ſo extravagantly 
fond of my adopted fon,” and thought it 


fo incumbent on me to enſure his wel- 
| fare, 


1 


ir 
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fare 5 that I looked upon it as ; d oi ng | 
him an injury to continue the hazardous 
practice. beta 


« I wiſhed his real father to repro- 
bate it, as I did; but remonſtrances 
were unfortunately taken as inſults, and 
though unwilling to deſiſt from them, I 
was obliged to do ſo. 


« In a ſhort time after, I was ſhocked 
10 hear of poor Percy's effectual ruin, 
and his death; at which era I was mak- 
ing the tour of Europe, with Auguſtus. 
I undertook to be his tutor myſelf, hav- 
ing no idea of a hired one. 


I was half inclined to reſtore him 
to his mother in her affliẽtion; at leaſt 
G4 I thought 
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I thought to -relieve that, by every 


means in my power, and came to 
England for the purpoſe; but when 1 
waited on Lady Glanville, to enquire 


after the family, her Ladyſhip told me 


her couſin died of a broken heart, and 
ſhe knew not what was become of her 


0 i 
daughter. r ö 4 ©. 1165 


«© This intelligence was inſufficient to 


one ſo intereſted in Mifs Percy's fate; | 


and for the unhappy martyr to her huſ- 
band's failings, I ſhed a tear to her me- 
mory, ſincerely praying the turf might 
lie light on that breaſt, which, in ſtrug- 
gling with the world, had been oppreſ- 
I ſhould have been 
happy to ſooth the orphan's grief, by 


{ed with woe. 


giving her a brother, but in this I was 
diſappointed, 


diſapf 
hear 


6 
comp 
on ov 


profeſ 


466 


Berkſ 
wiſhe: 
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iſppointed, for no tidings could 1 
hear of her from any quarter. 


* ] muſt obſerve, I purchaſed a_ 
company in the guards for Auguſtus, 
on our arrival in England, as he ever 


profeſſed a defire for a military life. 


« You, my dear friends, were in 
Berkſhire, when I was in» London; I 
viſned much to fee you, but I was 
ſized with a ſudden and dangerous ill- 
neſs, which required immediate change 
of air, and that of Montpellier was re. 
commended. | 


„ went with reluctance, it not be- 
ing in my ſon's power to accompany me, 
3s he was in daily expectation of re- 


G 5 cCeiving 
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ceiving orders to join the forces in 
America, which however he has not yet 
received, and I hope will not for ſome 


time. 


« ] was delighted to hear of his at- 
tachment to Miſs Perryn, and wiſhed | 
lad not made him a ſoldier, when | 
beard ſhe was ſo averſe from that pro- 
ſeſſion. 1 


« Her ſurmounting her ſcruples con- 
vinced me at once of her love for him, 

and her innate good ſenſe ; but when he 
mentioned a Miſs Percy having been 
inſtrumental in the change of her ſenti- 
ments, it appeared almoſt as the work- 


ings of nature in a ſiſter boſom ; for 


every circumſtance aſſured me the ami- 
| able 
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able girl could be no other chan the 


ſiſter of Auguſtus. 


« To hear ſhe was ſo happily ſituated 


rejoiced me, and that Lady Glanville 


had made ſome amends for former ill- 
treatment. | £44 


&« T anticipated the ſatisfaction what 

I had to relate would occaſion. You 
may wonder I have fo long delayed it, 
but I was deterred by *after-thoughts 
I could not ſuppreſs, ſuck as, that you), 
my dear Auguſtus, might no longer 
feel that filial affection you have hitherts 
ſhewn me; but on à retroſpe&- of your 
conduct my fears ſubſide ; and I truſtz 
inſtead of loſing one child, I ſhall have 
| 66 two. 
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two. I will ſhare my affections between 
you. You ſhall together be the pride 
and glory of my advancing age.” 


« Saying which he took a hand of 


each, and in one voice they vowed 


perpetual gratitude for ſuch unbennd 


e | 


We Now, my dear friend,” added the 


worthy man, addreſſing Mr. Perryn, fe- 


nior, “I have no fear that what I have 
ſaid will be any bar to the projected 
union; but, waving other conſidera- 
tions, I thought it right to give this 
little private hiſtory before the event 
took PIG: 


777 as PA « Thave 
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e have told you one reaſon for not 
doing it before, but in truth I had more 


feelings on the occaſion than I had power 


to expreſs. 


« It is a trying circumſtance to de- 


clare openly the chief uneaſineſs I ever 


felt, which is, not being the real father 
to one who is qualified to ſatisfy the molt 


ſanguine parent.” 


ce Here the Colonel bowed ſo ſignifi- | 


cantly, that his ſenſe of the compliment 


might be fully underſtood without the 


aid of words. 


* What could better manifeſt Mr. 
Medway's regard for his adopted ſon, 


than 


FR 
— 


" 
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than living ſingle, ever ſince the death 
of his wife, which happened ſoon after 
Auguſtus became part of the family. 

« You may imagine our flutterings 
and palpitations were very numerdus 


during the narrative; and the next day 


new ones came on, of which your poor 


Sybella bore the moſt conſiderable ſhare ; 
but they were not to end there. - 


© 66 have ſhewn you Elizabeth, in all 


the unexpected felicity of fraternal love, 


but I muſt now obtrude her on your 
view in a leſs delighted ſtate ; for ſoon 
ſhe found her good muſt be chequered 


with evil, according to the common 


fate of mortals, leſt the mind ſhould be 
* 
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ſo biaſſed, and intoxicated with pleaſure, 
as to forget the ſupremacy of that 


Power which can momentarily effect a 
change. 


Elizabeth was tranſmitting her joy 
to the rectory, when Stephen received a 
letter from Charles Boucheir, of which 
I encloſe a copy for your perufal. _ 


« From a ſcene of - happineſs, and 
preparation for a journey to Brighton, 
this horrid compoſition changed our 5 
houſe to the reſidence of uneaſy beings, 
and rendered an alteration 1n our route 


entirely requiſite. 


« Our journey to the rectory was ſo 
expeditious that we arrived before a lettet 
Ste phen 


3 


* 
- 
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Stephen wrote immediately on the re- 3 


ceipt of Charles Bouchier's. 


& Doctor and Mrs. Linley were ſur- 
priſed beyond meaſure at our ſudden. 


appearance. They received Elizabeth 


in ſo cool and conſtrained a manner tha 


| ſhe could hardly ſupport herſelf, 


£540 
. "> 
| þ 
« Our firſt eſſay was to clear her from 
the ill opinion they had been cauſed to 
entertain of her; and their hearts di- 


lated joy on being undeceived. 


<« Mrs. Linley wept, and repeatedly 
embraced Elizabeth. Oh,” cried ſhe, 
that my dear Charles was here, to 
participate in this happineſs! But what 
is amazing,” added ſhe, © ye left him 
at 


el 


Ol 


— 


18 


de 
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at Welford, in order that he might 
eſcort Miſs Freeman ſome way further 
on her journey, and we have never heard 


from him ſince. 


«« Pirectly as this was ſaid, Sally 
Whitmore came running into the room, 
almoſt breathleſs, crying, Mr. Bouchier 
is certainly gone with Marianne Drum- 
mond ! 


Elizabeth changed colour, and did 
not ſeem to doubt it; but Doctor and 
Mrs. Lanley declared it was impoffible 
Emma Freeman could be ſo ſpecious a 
deceiver. . 


** This judgment ſtaggered me; but 
Sally's clear demonſtration of what ſhe 


ſaid, 
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ſaid, perſuaded me they were for once 
_ miſtaken. | 


It is uſual with ſervants to make 


their remarks on particular occurrences 
in the families they ſerve; ſo Doctor 


Linley's were wondering to Whitmore 


at Mr, Bouchier's not being returned; 
adding, to be ſure he was gone with a 
very fine, handſome lady, and it might 


be that he did not like to part from her 


ſo ſoon. 


« Mrs. Sally,” cried Jonathan, who, 
I ſuppoſe, was half-ſmitten, © ſhe has 
the fineſt black eyes I ever ſaw in wo- 
man's head ; one moment they twinkle 
and dazzle hke the rays.of the ſun ; for 


my part, they make mine ache to look 
at 


at 


an 


br 
th 


_ 
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at them; the next, they look ſo pityful, 
and ſeem 10 ſay ſhe loves every body, 
that they make every body love her.“ 


Did you ever hear a more expreſ- 
five deſcription of a pair of fine eyes? 
but Jonathan's further obſervation was 
the corroborating proof. 


© She had,” he ſaid, ** the ſweeteſt 
mole on her left cheek ! it looked for all 
the world as if ſhe had put it there her- 
ſelf, to ſet off her beautiful com- 


plexion.“ 


This mole, Sally remembered Miſs 
Drummond's being very vain of, and 
ſhe made but two ſteps to the parlour. 

| Doctor 


to been unſucceſsful, ſo! I muſt leave 
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„ Doctor and Mrs. Linley were now 


convinced. The former, and my bro- 


ther put on their ſeven-leagued boots, 
and are now on the road in ſearch after 


— 


the runaway. 


« We heard yeſterday they had hither- 


you in the ſame ſtate of uncertainty I am 
myſelf.” brow lod, 

« As well as Charles's letter, I ſend 
you the abominable forgery that gave 


riſe to it? Is it not dreadful to think 


he hab eloped with ſo vile a woman; 
her artifice is, I think, unprecedented ; 
for while ſhe has been tranſacting all 
this, Whitmore has conſtantly received 
10% 1 letters 
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letters from her, with the London poſt- 
mark. | | 


« Dr. and Mrs. Linley make many 
conceſſions to Elizabeth, which ſhe ſays 
pain her, becauſe they are unneceſſary. 
Her relationſhip to my good man ſeems 
at once to aſtoniſn and delight the 
worthy pair. 181170 


« Say what you pleaſe to Lord and 
Lady Carey concerning my diſappoint- 
ment, in not joining them at Brighton; 
and whatever you fay mult be right; as 
the amiable, or charming Mrs. Lumley, 
are the epithets my uncle beſtows on you, 
and that they are ſtrictly juſt, my heart 
readily aſſents to. 


« ST BELLA PERCY.” 
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From the Same 10 the Same. 


fatt 
ſpol 
„ YESTERDAY my brother MI brd 
relieved our anxious moments. We 
were ſurpriſed to ſee him alone, but he y 
{aid the Doctor and Charles Woe not clate 
be 1 after him. rope 
tongt 
„Do not be . ladies,“ ad- 
ded he, but you will not ſee the latter "I 
ſo well as you may wiſh, though he is land, 
pronounced out of danger, and more me 
| beth r. 


diſordered in - his mind than body; 
wherefore you muſt alleviate his pain, 


= hs 
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by receiving him with your wonted 


tenderneſs.“ 


« O, yes;” ſaid Mrs. Linley, “the 
fatted calf ſhall be killed.” As ſhe 
ſpoke this, the carriage drove into the 
yard. 


<« In the hall we met the poor ema- 
ciated Charles. All the welcomes we 
propoſed to give him faultered on our 


(0NgUECs, | 


Elizabeth could only hold out her 
hand, which he prefled to his lips. Lucy 
was diflolved in tears, nor could Eliza- 
beth repel her's. 


Such 
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Such pitying drops from her,” he 
ſaid, „both amazed and comforted 


him;” ſo with refreſhment like this, k 
and of a more nutritive kind, our inva- N 
lid was in a few hours much recruited. 5 
„ Mrs. Linley cauſed him to go 
early to reſt; and, when'he was retired, f 
we entered on particulars with the Doc- 1 
tor and my brother. | . 
« They ſaid they had a molt fa * 
tiguing journey ; for, not getting any : 
ſatisfactory information, they went on to 60 
Shields, where the ſuppoſed aunt was 1 
ſaid to live; in which town, as you By 


may imagine, they ſearched in vain for 


thoſe they ſought. 
« Their 
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„ Their conjectures were various 
and numerous. At length Stephen was 
luckily prepoſſeſſed with an idea which 
led them out of the labyrinth. 
« Sir,“ ſaid he, to the Doctor, © it 
ſtrikes me, we were in the very houſe 
with them at B——. Do you not re- 
member the hoſteſs apologizing 0 us 
for her inattention, by ſaying: a young 
lady and her fick brother engroſſed all 
her attention; adding, it was grievous 
to ſee a poor young gentleman taken ſo 
ſuddenly ill, and to continue bad for fo 
many. days. We: ſcarcely | heard her 
then,” continued Stephen, ſo much 
were we occupied with our own affairs, 
but the words have ſince reverberated on. 
my ears; it may poſſibly be a new art of 
VOL: 11. „ "mY Drum- 
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Drummond's to paſs Charles for her 


ill.“ 


« The Doctor was almoſt perſuaded | 
of what Stephen had ſuggeſted, and Oo. 


immediately left Shields. | © acai 
«© The next Fee they arrived 


at B —, and put up at the ace 
inn. 


«« They aſked the landlady how the 


ſick gentleman did; and, as if for want 
of ſomething to ſay, enquired his 
name. 10 „ * at 
« She ſaid, ſhe believed the lady had 
tod her it was Sommers; but as to her 
brother, 


brother, though ſorry I ſhall be if he is 
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brother, his fever was ſo high he had 


not his ſenſes more than five minutes to- 
gether. J d i (5. Benni 


| * 


6 7 f TY. J Hot; * 700 2 ' 25 

** Sommers! do your fay,”: replied 
Stephen, * this gentleman” and Kno 
them well. Pray ſhew-usto their apart- 


ment immediately.“ Ii 


« Certainly Sir; andthe young lady, 
dare ſay, will be glad to ſee any friend 
in this unfortunate diſtreſs. Indeed a 
gentlewoman has been with her two or | 4 
tree days, who is a great comfort to 


N | 13 : & # a? 
. 4 . +.4* it 1 a * 90 


e 1107 Muds qty 

O, Madam: will be vaſtly pleaſed&9 
be ſure,” ſaid the loquacious woman,; 
55 as 
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as ſhe trotted before them. But I 8 
ſhe anticipated more than ſhe was con- 
vinced of; for, on opening the door, 
and being followed into the room by the 

Doctor and my brother, ſhe beheld the 

lady who was to be ſo delighted, dil- 

mayed with terror, and deformed with 

rage. 


* Impertinent woman!” ſhe exclaim- 
ed, * to introduce firangers into * 
apartment !” 


% No, Miſs Drummond,” ſaid my 
. brother, your hoſteſs has not been 
guilty of what you accuſe her; we are 
not ſo happy as to be ſtrangers, either to 

you or your „ devices.“ 


cc Finding 


0 
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% Finding it impoſſible to carry on 

the farce, ſhe furiouſly endeavoured to 
eſcape. 


«© Stephen caught her arm. No, 
Madam; your triumphs over the vir- | 
tuous and unſuſpicious muſt here ceaſe. 
Come this inſtant, to the victim f your 
art; confeſs the part you have acted to- 
wards him; confefs you are the vile 
Drummond he has ſo often execrated; 
though under an aſſumed name and 
character you could enſnare his ſenſibi- 
lity, for which he will now deteſt you 
the more. Yes, Madam, you nearly 
deſtroyed Mr. Lumley's peace of mind; 
then you attacked mine; and now my 
deareſt friend's is at ſtake; and, think 

Hz Jou. 
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_ yon we will ſuffer you to eſcape with 


2mpunity ?” ; 


. 


“After ſaying this, Stephen led her 
to/Charles's chamber, where the Doctor 
had prepared the way. 
„ Charles was luckily free from the 
delirium, and his ſpirits: more tranquil 
than they had yet been; to ſee Doctor 
L“iinley ſeemed to afford him much plea 
Fare, 1 thought, my dear Sir,“ ſaid 
he, „I ſhould have ſeen you before 
this; but you may have been come ſome 
time, and I not know it, for my head 
has been in a wretched ſtate of confu- 
ſion; a violent conflict occaſioned it; 
but I have a deal to tell you. Hle 


would 


— 
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would have gone on, but the Doctor 
interrupted him. 


« am diſtreſſed indeed, my dear 
Charles, to find you in this ſituation. 
Vou have been led away by no other 
than the vile Drummond. She firſt 
deceived you with reſpect to the amĩ- 
able Elizabeth, and then cauſed you to 
alarm us 0 an mr abſence.” 


% Doctor Linley was ſaying this, 
when my brother led Mifs Drummond 
into the room. 


% They obliged her to confeſs every 
malignant action ſhe had been guilty of, 
or further intended, towards Charles. 

| H 4 He 
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. He heard her with horror and 
amazement; exclaiming, ( What a gulph 
of deſtruction have I eſcaped! Had it 
not been for this attack, I ſhould, from 


a faſcination her Circean , ſmiles, ef- 
4 | Sth N 


fected, and a ot: of retaliating Eli- 
zabeth's imaginary ill conduct, have 


been tied for ever to ſacha compoſitiou 
of art and malice.” - 11g «dr ada was 


22 


« Indeed,” ſaid the Doctor, the 


ways of Heaven are dark and intricate, 


but always faſhioned with — 
| wildom." | M700 1-9000 


« As matters were brought to this 
criſis, a woman, who was fitting in the 


corner of the room, but whom they 
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had ſcarcely minded, introduced herſelf 
to their notice. | | 


« Ah! Miſs Drummond,” faid ſhe; 
6-2 thought how it would be; and 1 
am not ſorry your dark doings are 
found out, for I always thought it a 
pity ſuch worthy people ſhould be uſed 
ſo ill. If you pleaſe, gentlemen, I will 
give you all the letters ſhe has written 
to me concerning your friends, and re- 
ly upon your generofity for making me 
amends.” Mn 8 

% What, do you forſake me, Wil- 
fon ?” cried the unhappy wretch, whoſe 
rage was ſubſided, and ſomething like 
contrition appeared in its ſtead, 


H But 


— 
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But Wilſon, though ſhe had pro- 
feſſed an attachment to Miſs Drum- 
mond, whilſt in proſperity, held no 
ſuch tenet good as to preſerve it when 
ſhe beheld her levelled low by a fruf- 
tration of all her ſchemes. 

Her offer of the letters was accept- 
ed; but ſhe was told, the: utmoſt gene- 
roſity ſhe had to expect, was with 


holding the puniſhment ſhe merited, for 


aiding and abetting Miſs Drummond in 


— 


her vile practices. 


This intimidated the woman. She 
haſtily delivered up the letters, and, for- 
getting her mercenary views, made off. 


bl * 1 . 2 
— * 8 
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Charles had been ſo much hurried 
by the ſurpriſe he had gone through, 
that he could not be removed” that 
night. 

« The Doctor too, found reſt very 
neceſſary after his fatigue of mind and 
body; but Stephen ſat up with his 
friend; and, at the times he could not 
ſleep; told him of Elizabeth's good for- 
tune in n finding a brother, 


He Pertttiplied in her joy, and 
hoped her boſom was ſo replete with 
pleaſant ſenſations, it could not admit 
an angry thought, 


* 
1 
9 2 # 3% 


ce Stephen did his utmoſt to keep His 
ideas} in this conſolatory ſtrain. Re- 
WET H 6 Collect,“ 


156 ELIZABETR rater. 


collect,“ ſaid he, „ the clemency 1 
met wich in a ſimilar ſituation, and you 


<«. In this converſation they were in- 


terrupted by violent groans, iſſuing, as 
it were, from the room where Drym- 
mond was confined. 1 A whe 


Stephen alarmed the houſe, and 
went to the unfortunate wretch, . who 
had ſecured a travelling piſtol, and 
apparently reduced herſelf to fon: laſt 
- Agonies; 


1 741 


« Her d were piereing; but 


before aſſiſtance could be gained a calm 
ſucceeded, in which ſhe ſeemed to im- 


plore mercy, and expired. 
. 0 1 I craft 


have every ching to bree . 


„ . 1 
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I truſt what ſbe endured! in her 

laſt moments, proved a ſufficient expi- 
ation of her numerous offences. 

I doubt not the worthy Doctor ſo 

prayed for her; and, as a truly righte- 

ous, man, his prayers. will find- Reo at 


— 


the throne of n. 5 ; OL tit 


« $0 died one of the lovelieſt women 
in the creation, poſſeſſed of the moſt 
ſhining, accompliſhments, and. ſuch ta- 
lents, chat, had ſhe exerciſed, them 
aright, ſhe would have heen an honour 
and ornament to her ſex ; but how fa- 
tally did ſhe reverſe her uncommon en- 
dee e e Hi n 
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May we ever bear in mind her 

deplorable end; and never forget that 
the only way to attain true happineſs is 
| by a rigid adherence to the dictates of 
rectitude and virtue; that however al- 
luring che entrance to the paths of vice 
may appear, they infallibly lead their 
votaries to miſery and deſtruction. 


« My dear Mrs. Lumley will pardon 
this digreſſion; my mind was fo affected 
at the relation of the horrid ſcene; that 
I felt an irreſiſtible impulſe to give vent 
to my reflections. But I will reſume 
che ſubject. n 
« Charles, ill as he was, could not 
reſt in his bed during the general con- 
1 | fuſion; 
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fuſion; and what is wonderful, the ex- 
ertion hurt neither his mental or bodily 
powers. | 


To have ſeen the imaginary Emma 
Freeman deprived of life, would have 
been more than his conſtitution, in its 
preſent diſordered ſtate, could poſſibly 
have ſuſtained; and though his hu- 
manity was conſiderably affected at be- 
holding Marianne Drummond in that 
deplorable ſituation, yet by the wiſe and 
prudent attentions. of the watthy' Doc- 
tor, aſſiſted by the friendly efforts of my 
brother, no get: T 
enſued. — 

Doctor nec let * n to 
cee her remains decently interred; and 
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reaſons to believe Elizabeth falſe, and- 
from 


* 
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by eaſy ſtages conveyed. 1 —_ 
invalid. | | 


ce T have the pleaſure to tell you he 
reſted ſo well laft night, that he is far 


better than we had reaſon to expect he 


would be. 


| 


Elizabeth, and in this ſhe is ſeconded: 


by the united efforts of the whole family, 


will not ſuffer him: to talk the language 
of repentance or ſubmiſſion. That of 


love he has not yet ventured to re- 


« I really think Charles leſs to be 


blamed than was my brother ; for Charles 
certainly thought he had the- ſtrongeſt 


» 5 = 2 


? - 
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from that TI a nw fie 
another. Of 


«© Stephen bad no falſe mirror held 
up to his view, but was fully convinced 
Lucy loved him, and would ſuffer from 
bis neglect. Then, if bis- tranſgreſſion 


could be ſo ſoon. forgot, wherefore 
ſhould Bouchier's be kept in r 


brance? = F * — * * . . * » 
So fs WY Ro, : IT. 


« Certain I am that revenge was the 
principal motive which actuated him, in 
his ſudden reſolution to i Un Mifs 
Drummends 21 


* 
n 53711-1530 


70 That he a in that reſpedt,” hip 
warmeſt friends muſt - readily admit; 
5 | but 
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16 retuliation is a weaknels in human 
nature which few poſſeſs ſufficient: forti- 


tude totally to eradicate. 

vi nim ig 95 E:4 "9 ww” * 
*. And again, how was it poff ble for 
a young man, poſſeſſing fo large a mae 
of gallantry, "reſulting "from die moſt) 
refined ſenfibility, to be proof againſt 
the allufing wiles of art and beauty, 
ſo proportionably blended that it was 
hard to of of which ſhe PRI the 


lh v e cl! mk], Ai 
ett 4 adi owmion IKqwang 
There is ſomething in youth and 
beauty united, which generally appears 
ſo much like innocence, that they are 
ſure to commix in the ideas; and ſuch 
predilections are hard to be eradicated; 
| © far 


1 
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for let us wage perpetual war againſt our 


prejudices, they will nevertheleſs get 


the better of us. The wiſeſt of us can 


reaſon better than we can act, and lay 
plans of conduct better than we can ex- 
ecute them, 


64193 5 0 


mous epiſtle. 


3 . 
# * 


„ SrszLLIAPRRer.“ 


* 


e Adieu! Your's is this moment 
ne me. 1. will conclude, leſt I 
ſhould be induced to lengthen this e 
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TE Mrs. Lumley to Mrs. Percy. 


„% YOUR tale, my dear Sy- 
bella, at firſt, appeared ſo embelliſhed 
by the marvellous, and ſo extremely 
tomantic, that I queſtioned whether 
you were not amuſing me with the ema- 
nations of a ſprightly fancy, inſtead of 
tranſporting me from the acuteſt pain 
to the moſt refined pleaſure, by the 
recital of ſuch extraordinary and heart- 
rending truths. 


« Let Elizabeth accept my fincere 
faliciations on the happineſs ſhe muſt 
a m_ 
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experience in poſſeſſing ſo amiable a 
brother! Long, very long, may they 
each enjoy the mutual bliſs. reſulting | 
from the diſcovery ; and may they both 
prove a ſource of felicity to the worthy 
being to whom they are under ſuch ob- 
Ugations. 


— 


«. A fertile imagination, and the pen 
of a ready writer, might work the ro- 
mantic matter of fact into an intereſting 
and very agreeable riovel ; and you 
ſeem to have began an epiſode, which, 
though it may form a vaxiery, I would 

_ willingly excuſe. 


*« Surely there muſt have been more 164 
cination in that abandoned woman than 


ever 


SY 
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ever exiſted” in any other; but I truſt, 
by this time, Charles is returned, per- 
ect diſenchanted from her wiles, and 


more than ever enamoured with the na- 
tive innocence and eu f mn 
of the amiable Elizabeth. S2 

oe | pleaſe myſelf in thinking, that ſhe 
will, on this occafion, follow Her friend 
Lucy 5 generous example, "who ſcorned 


to ſhew the ſmalleſt reſentment for errors 


, x * 27 + % 9 41 


ſcif-condembbd. Wc; 
* Pray do not fail to inform me, as 
expeditiouſly as poſſible, how the hiſtory 


15 wound up. 


* 91 0 
Arete ' 2 Fee 2 a Q R 
* N * 7 Tet 30 » IL: 1 1 R . 1 17 1 * - 
- * 


« A Wedding to be fore muſt con- 
clude the buſineſs ; and when people 
are 


* 


Ur 


6 | ; 
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are once married, and ſettled in the 
country, nd 4. to be funthert inte- 


| W . 
* 4 -+ * 7 * 
* 1 1 
main b N 7 11 
7 4 e 
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46 What Fl ede, inſipid mortal am 
I become, ſince I entered the wedded 
ſtate! If Lord Carey did not amuſe me 
with ſaying fine things, L ſhould quite 
loſe that little portion of vanity which 
gives a ſpirit to our actions, quickens 
our imaginations; and gives a 9 
neſs to Mf idea. 
1 0ι nl nico broyed D 

Do you know how I have ac- 
quired this good will of your noble 
uncle? Even by MI her DO 


my pupil. 


* x . 
: * * " p k + -* = Z ? . - 
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I firſt wound en her good 
graces, and have the pleaſure to find 
the influence I have gained over her 
has wrought ſo advantageous a change 
in her whole deportment that it appears 


obvious to — o. 


« Her; n is no longer loud and 
diſſonam, but tempered by mildneſs, 
good - humour, and a deſire to pleaſe. 
Her language too is improved in a moſt 
ſurpriſing degree, and ber dreſs re- 
formed beyond conception. In a word 
her whole deportment is ſo completely 
metamaxphoſed, that you will Re 
know your aunt. 5 


* Obſerve, I do not tell you this by 


acknow- 


way of aſſuming the merit to myſelf, but 


ac 
fo! 


WC 
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acknowledge it to be entirely her own ; 
for, let me tell you, it is highly praiſe- 
worthy 1n one of her exalted rank, not 
only to entertain a due ſenſe of her 
own incongruities, but frankly to ac- 
knowledge them, and grate fully to ac- 
cept the aſſiſtance of a perſon of inferior 
rank in her endeavours to get the better 
of them ; and I both hope and believe 
ſhe will prove a bleſſing and comfort to 
your uncle in his declining days, which 


are now faſt approaching. 


cc Oer expectations of her producing 
an increaſe in the family are diſappoint- 
ed; but we ſhall not conſider her with 
leſs eſtcem on that account. On a re- 
view of her whole conduct, we have 


vol. 11. J 
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every reaſon to hope that your uncle's 
marriage will prove a more happy event 
than might have been expected. 


— 


„ Adieu! Lumley partakes with 
me in all that intereſts you; but loſes 
all patience at Drummond's deteſtable 
efforts to make ſo many wretched. We 
ſnall be impatient to know the event of 
her laſt attack. 1 


Ever your's, 


% MARIA LUMLEY.” 


Colinel 


1 


% 
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3% 


Colonel Percy to Francis Lumley. 


<« I FIND my dear Sybella has 
brought my ſtory to the ſum of earthly 
bliſs ; for ſuch is the felicity I enjoy, in 
the new and dear connexions with a 


wife and ſiſter. 90 


«© You are well acquainted with the 
zeal with which I have long adored the 
former, and are no ſtranger to the fra- 
ternal affection which took place in my 
boſom, long before the voice of na- 
ture demanded it in my father's intereſt- 
ins narration, TORE en 


12 « Still 
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« Still I muſt call Mr. Medway by 
that endearing title, nor ever while I 
exiſt, will I acknowledge another. 

Am ] not under the moſt inexpreſ- 
ſible obligations to that beſt of men; 
obligations far ſurpaſſing that of merely 
giving me exiſtence? Has he not, by 
che moſt indefatigable attention, formed 
my mind to virtue? inculcated the 
pureſt principles of morality, and ſedu- 
louſly watched my ſteps, in the danger- 
ous and critical period of youthful inex- 
perience ? 

x 06 Unwilling to confide in the atten- 


tions of mercenary tutors, he has chear- 


fully facrificed his eaſe, his pleafure, 
and, 


ELIZABETH PERCY. 173 


and, which is ſtill more eſtimable, even 
his health, to promote my proſpe- 
rity. 7 478 | 1 ©: old 
“ Surely then, though my obligations 
can never be repaid by my gratitude, 
yet my whole life ſhould be ſpent. in 
manifeſting my more than filial duty to 
him, and fraternal attachmentto the moſt 
amiable of filters. 4 | 155 
My real father, infatuated by an 
unhappy propenſity to the | deſtructive 
practice of gaming, was ſo loft to every 
_ idea of parental, tenderneſs as to ſacrifice 
me to the momentary dale of 


his darling vice. 


13 | *« Deaf 


miſlead the ſteps of inexperienced youth, 
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Deaf to the united remonſtrances 


af reaſon and nature, and totally inſen- 


ſible to the joys ariſing from the connu- 
bial connection, he bartered his only 
ſon, regardleſs of the conſequence, either 
to the mother or child, and without 
the ſmalleſt com en of conſci- 


4 F | 

' ” + $ 
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ay. Can I ever conſider a parent of this 
deſcription, with any other ſentiments 


than thoſe of pity and Horror. So de- 


praved a diſpoſition, had I been retained . 


under his ſuperintendence, could not 
have taught my ſteps to ſhun the paths 


of vice; could not have ſhielded me from 
che inſidious allurements calculated to 


and 
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and precipitate them in the vortex of 
deſtruction. | 


% Even his name, as it can recall no 
pleaſing ſentiments to my recollection, 
J ſhall conſider only as a temporary in- 
heritance; and as my ſiſter will ſpeedily 
exchange her's by marriage, I ſhall, 
immediately after that period, em- 
brace the earlieſt opportunity of mak- 
ing application to Parliament for li- 
berty to exchange it for that of Med- 
way. } 30: dein | 


« There is ſomething in that name 
which operates as a charm to my feel. 
ings. The very found conveys to my 
mind the warmeſt ' ſentiments of bene- 


14 volence, 
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volence, and every thing that 1s noble and 


praiſe-worthy. 


« Long, very long, may its preſent | 
poſſeſſor continue to bear it, with ho- 
nour to himſelf and advantage to his 
fellow · creatures; and when it ſhall pleaſe 
the great Creator to call him hence, 
may his name be remembered with gra- 
titude to the lateſt poſterity, and the 
energetic influence of his example rouſe 
the languid in the cauſe of virtue, to a 

l more ſtrenuous exertion of their powers, 
whenever attacked by the allurements of 


VICE. 


For my own part, ſhould I fail to 
emulate his noble example, after the 


numerous 
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numerous opportunities I have had of 
profiting thereby, I ſhall be left totally 
void of all pretenſions to forgiveneſs, and 
juſtly incur the contempt and commi- 
ſeration of every one whoſe breaſt is in- 
ſpired with the ſmalleſt particle of vir- 
tuous ſentiment, filial affection, or com- 
mon gratitude. FW 2 t 
< Theſe reflections having drawn my 
epiſtle to an uncommon length, I ſhall 
conclude by affuring you, that I remain, 


© Unalterably your's, 


« AUGUSTUS Percy.” 


| 
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« 'THE pleaſure 1 experience in 
- correſponding with fo valuable a friend, 
induces me thus early. to reſume my 
pen, and inform you of the ſituation of 
affairs at the rectory, which, no doubt, 

will afford you great pleafure. 


£- © 


I am happy to be able to acquaint 
you that Bouchier daily recovers his 
health, both of body and mind. 

I will acknowledge to you, my 

dear Lumley, that my cordiality to- 
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wards him was greatly abated during 
the late tranſaction. | 


To ſee my amiable ſiſter rendered mi- 
ferable by unjuſt ſuſpicions, the ſug. 
geſtions of the moſt diabolical arr, 
combined with malice totally. unme- 


rited, chagrined me more than I car 


expreſs. 


* But Mr. Bouchier's ſevere felf- 
condemnation, and ſincere contrition, 
have ſoftened my feelings, and induced 


me to conſider him in the ſame friendly 


manner I had been uſed, previous to the 
miſunderſtanding. * 1485 


One principal motive which pre- 
vented reſentment reſting on my mind, 
I 6 was 
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was, the conſideration of the extreme 
art which the decciver poſſeſſed. 


ce Tf ſhe could ſo far deceive both 
Doctor and Mrs. Linley, whoſe pe- 
netration muſt be ſuppoſed to have 
been matured by age and experience, 
how ſhould he, whoſe youth rendered 
him deficient in that reſpe&, be able to 
pierce the veil of diſſimulation under 
which ſhe propagated her infamous ca- 
lumnies. 

4% That his love for Elizabeth is un- 
feigned, I have not the ſhadow of a 


doubt; that the paſſion is mutual is 
equally beyond diſpute. 


10 Had 


. 
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Had there not been ſomething 
uncommon in the commencement of 
Bouchier's acquaintance with Elizabeth, 
his late conduct might have broken the 
bands which cemented their hearts; but 


when we reflect on the ſituation in 


which ſhe was at that time placed, 
expoſed to the keen ſtroke of adverſity, 
and the unrelenting perſecutions of a 
mercileſs world, much allowance is to 
be made. 

« How many there are who. would 
have taken undue advantages of her un- 
protected ſtate, and by the moſt artful 
application of their ſuperior power, 
have facrificed her innocence and peace 
of mind to the gratification of their libi- 
dinous appetites. | 


« Charles 
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Charles on the contrary; guided 
15 dy the pureſt dictates of honour and 
generoſity, and with a philanthropy 
that reflects honour upon human na- 
ture, ſecured the blooming innocent 
from every ſnare,” provided her a ſafe 
and comfortable aſylum, under che pro- 
tection of his venerable friends; and not 
fatisfied with ſheltering her in this ter- 
reſtrial paradiſe, with a diſintereſtedneſs 
that leaves admiration at a diſtance, 
reſolved to become himſelf her huſ- 
band and protect. 


* Muſt not this retroſpect counter- 
poiſe his paſt errors, and endear him 
to Elizabeth by ſtronger ties than if he 
had ſeen her in a father's houſe, fur- 

rounded 


— 
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rounded with the gifts of fortune, bap- 
py in a circle of admiring friends, and 
bleſſed with a connexion, equal in every” 
reſpe& to his own. 


The ever · reſpected Mr. Medway, 
to whoſe deciſions 1 ſhall always at- 
tend with the profoundeſt reſpect, and 
moſt implicit ſubmiſſion, is averſe to 
any diſagreement arifing on the occaſion, 
and is impatient for the union to take 
place which will indiflolubly bind then | 
in ao cloſeſt ties. wat | 


«© The wordly man was much' enter- 
tained at being the object pitched on to 
create- jealouſy; though he thinks the 

diſparity of years ſhould have ex- 
| cited 


- 


1 
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cited ſome ſuſpicion in the mind of 


4 J 0 Bouchier, as to the reality of the cir- | 
= cumſtance. | 
« Although we have every reaſon 
to believe chat nothing ſhort of death f 

could effectually deſtroy the infamous 
machination of the abandoned Drum- 
mond, yet the horrid manner of it has 


impreſſed ſuch dreadful ideas on my 
mind as will not ſhortly be effaced. 

« have ever been taught to conſider 
ſuicide as the moſt flagitious crime hu- 
man nature can be guilty of. It is de- 
nying the ſovereignty of God, and ſet- 

ting at nought his counſels; and how- 

ever it may have been defended by Hea- 
= "I then 
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then philoſophers, I have the whole 
phalanx of Chriſtian writers on my fide 
of the queſtion: but not wiſhing to in- 
trude a train of melancholy ideas on 
your mind I ſhall quit the ſubject with- 
out further obſervation. - 


% My beſt reſpe&s to Mrs. Lumley, 
whom I doubly love for the wonders 
ſhe has kindly wrought in Lady Carey. 

y I am, fincerely your's, 
15 Avovsrvs Mpwar.“ 


e 4 — 4 
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CONCLUSION. | > 

' SHORTLY after che receipt of the 

laſt letter, Elizabeth became the me 
of Charies Bouchier. ? Li 


The ae | performed by 


Doctor Linley, at the pariſh church, 


in the preſence of Mr. and Mrs. Lum- 
ley, Mr. and Mrs. Perryn, Colonel 
Percy, and Mr. Medway, who acted as 
father on the ſolemn, yet Joyful occa- 
ſion. 


A numerous deputation of the youth 


and maidens of the village, met them at 


the 


t 


a K a> 


f 
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the church-door, and preceded them to 
he rectory, ſtrewing flowers, and ſing- 
ing a nuptial hymn. 


This being totally unexpected, af. 
forded an agreeable ſurpriſe to the whole 
party. 


e The day was ſpent in that chearful 
harmony which characteriſes elevated 
minds, inſpired by the ſweet ſenſations 
of the moſt refined and difi res 
fnendſhap. 


Nor were the poor forgotten; a 
repaſt was prepared for them at 2 
neighbouring houſe, and ſmall ſums of 
money, in proportion to their induſtry, 

| and 
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and the number of their families, were 
allotted them with an unſparing hand. 


Towards the concluſion -of the day 


Mr. Medway called the bride apart, and 


preſented her with Bank- notes of ten 
thouſand pounds value, which, with the 


ten thouſand formerly bequeathed her 


by Lady Glanville, compoſed a fortune 
fully adequate to the higheſt expectation 

her huſband could rationally form. | 
They built an elegant manſion in the 
vicinity of the rectory, and took up 
their conſtant refidence there, beloved 
and reſpected by a numerous circle of 
their ſurrounding neighbours, and be- 
came a pattern of connubial and do- 
meſtic 


fit 


10 


v. 


ELIZABETH PERCY. 189 


meſtic excellence, and a bleſſing to the 


poor and needy. 


Colonel Percy,” in compliance with 
the promiſe he had made his wiſe, which 
was Rrongly enforced by Mr. Medway, | 
as ſoon as the war concluded, fold his 
commiſſion in the guards; and, having 
obtained an Act of Parliament to change 
his name to Medway, he retired to a 
ſituation near where Mr. Bouchier re- 
ſided, with whom a mutual intercouſe of 
good offices was conſtantly kept up. | 


« Mr. and Mrs. Perryn, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Lumley, whoſe eſtates lay at a 
greater diſtance, ſettled a friendly cor- 
reſpondence by letter, nor were perſonal 


viſits omitted, when opportunity offered. 
Nor 


o 
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Nor was Sally Whitmore forgotten, 
through whoſe penetration the ſchemes 
of the artful Drammond were ſo com- 
pletely fruſtrated. A young man of 
great merit, who was Curate to Dr. Lin- 
ey, having paid his addreſſes to her, 
a fortune of five hundred pounds was 
ſubſcribed for her, and. a ſuitable pro-- 
viſion in the church ſecured to him. 


Thus was their happineſs. complete 
for about two years, when Mr. Med- 
way, ſen. expired, after a ſhort illneſs, 
leaving his adopted ſon the whole of his 
poſſeſſions. This ſtroke they regretted 
 fererely, but their piety enabled them to 
nie ſuperior to their feelings, and be- 
come reſigned to the will of Him who 
cannot err. 
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